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HR 5051
OPEN Government Data Act

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Government Operations and Politics
Introduced: Apr 26, 2016
Current Status: Referred to the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform.
Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform.  (Apr 26, 2016) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/5051 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Kilmer, Derek [D-WA-6] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: WA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (15 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Farenthold, Blake [R-TX-27] R · TX Apr 26, 2016

Rep. Bucshon, Larry [R-IN-8] R · IN Jun 8, 2016

Rep. Carney, John C., Jr. [D-DE-At Large] D · DE Jun 8, 2016

Rep. Connolly, Gerald E. [D-VA-11] D · VA Jun 8, 2016

Rep. Cooper, Jim [D-TN-5] D · TN Jun 8, 2016

Rep. Delaney, John K. [D-MD-6] D · MD Jun 8, 2016

Rep. DeSaulnier, Mark [D-CA-11] D · CA Jun 8, 2016

Rep. Duckworth, Tammy [D-IL-8] D · IL Jun 8, 2016

Rep. Issa, Darrell E. [R-CA-49] R · CA Jun 8, 2016

Rep. Peters, Scott H. [D-CA-52] D · CA Jun 8, 2016

Rep. Polis, Jared [D-CO-2] D · CO Jun 8, 2016

Rep. Quigley, Mike [D-IL-5] D · IL Jun 8, 2016

Rep. Rice, Kathleen M. [D-NY-4] D · NY Jun 8, 2016

Rep. Schweikert, David [R-AZ-6] R · AZ Jun 8, 2016

Rep. Swalwell, Eric [D-CA-15] D · CA Jun 8, 2016

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Oversight and Government Reform Committee House Referred To Apr 26, 2016

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Government Operations and Politics
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Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 S 2852 Identical bill Dec 12, 2016: Held at the desk.

Summary  (as of Apr 26, 2016) 

Open, Public, Electronic, and Necessary Government Data Act or the OPEN Government Data Act

This bill requires government data assets made available by federal agencies (excluding the Government Accountability

Office, the Federal Election Commission, and certain other government entities) to be published as machine-readable

data. When not otherwise prohibited by law, the data must be available: (1) in an open format that does not impede use

or reuse and that has standards maintained by a standards organization; and (2) under open licenses with a legal

guarantee that the data be available at no cost to the public with no restrictions on copying, publication, distribution,

transmittal, citing, or adaptation.

If published government data assets are not available under an open license, the data must be considered part of the

worldwide public domain. Agencies may engage with outside organizations and citizens to leverage public data assets for

innovation in public and private sectors.

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) must oversee the completeness and public availability of an enterprise

data inventory that agencies must develop to account for any data assets that they create, collect, control, or maintain.

Agencies must: (1) make their enterprise data inventories available to the public on Data.gov, and (2) designate a point of

contact to assist the public and respond to complaints about adherence to open data requirements. For privacy, security,

confidentiality, or regulatory reasons, agencies may maintain a nonpublic portion of their inventories.

The OMB's Office of Electronic Government is renamed the Office of the Federal Chief Information Officer.

Agencies are not required to publish notices in the Federal Register about information collection that is focused on

gathering input about the performance of, or public satisfaction with, the agency's service if the collection is: (1) online

and electronic, (2) voluntary with no benefit to the provider of the information, and (3) an extremely low burden that is

typically completed in five minutes or less. But agencies must publish representative summaries of such information

collections.

The General Services Administration must maintain a single public interface online as a point of entry dedicated to

sharing open government data with the public.

The Chief Information Officers Council must work with the Office of Government Information Services and the Office of

Science and Technology Policy to promote data interoperability and comparability of data assets across the government.

The OMB must assess the extent of each agency's use of data assets to support decisionmaking, cost savings, and

performance.

Actions Timeline

Apr 26, 2016: Introduced in House
Apr 26, 2016: Referred to the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform.
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