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HR 492
Ultrasound Informed Consent Act

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: Jan 22, 2015
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.  (Jan 23, 2015) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/492 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Duncan, Jeff [R-SC-3] 
Party: Republican   •   State: SC   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (11 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Franks, Trent [R-AZ-8] R · AZ Jan 22, 2015

Rep. Gibbs, Bob [R-OH-7] R · OH Jan 22, 2015

Rep. Huizenga, Bill [R-MI-2] R · MI Jan 22, 2015

Rep. Jones, Walter B., Jr. [R-NC-3] R · NC Jan 22, 2015

Rep. Latta, Robert E. [R-OH-5] R · OH Jan 22, 2015

Rep. Messer, Luke [R-IN-6] R · IN Jan 22, 2015

Rep. Miller, Jeff [R-FL-1] R · FL Jan 22, 2015

Rep. Nunnelee, Alan [R-MS-1] R · MS Jan 22, 2015

Rep. Pearce, Stevan [R-NM-2] R · NM Jan 22, 2015

Rep. Roe, David P. [R-TN-1] R · TN Jan 22, 2015

Rep. Russell, Steve [R-OK-5] R · OK Jun 10, 2015

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Jan 23, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jan 22, 2015) 

Ultrasound Informed Consent Act

Amends the Public Health Service Act to require abortion providers, before a woman gives informed consent to any part

of an abortion, to perform an obstetric ultrasound on the pregnant woman, provide a simultaneous explanation of what

the ultrasound is depicting, display the ultrasound images so the woman may view them, and provide a complete medical

description of the images, including the dimensions of the embryo or fetus, cardiac activity if present and visible, and the

presence of external members and internal organs if present and viewable.

Prohibits construing this Act to require a woman to view the images or penalizing the provider or the woman if she

declines to look at the images.

Exempts an abortion provider if the abortion is necessary to save the life of a woman whose life is endangered by a

physical condition. Requires the provider to include in the woman's medical file a certification of the specific medical

circumstances that support this determination.

Authorizes the Attorney General to commence a civil action in federal court against any abortion provider who knowingly

violates this Act. Prescribes penalties. Directs the Attorney General to notify the appropriate state medical licensing

authority of penalties assessed. Authorizes a woman upon whom an abortion has been performed in violation of this Act

to commence a civil action against the provider for actual and punitive damages.

Actions Timeline

Jan 23, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Jan 22, 2015: Introduced in House
Jan 22, 2015: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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