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HR 4526

Stop Online Booking Scams Act of 2016

Congress: 114 (2015-2017, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Commerce

Introduced: Feb 10, 2016

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Commerce, Manufacturing, and Trade.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Commerce, Manufacturing, and Trade. (Feb 12, 2016)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4526

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Frankel, Lois [D-FL-22]
Party: Democratic + State: FL + Chamber: House
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Cosponsors (27 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Castor, Kathy [D-FL-14] D-FL Feb 10, 2016
Rep. Deutch, Theodore E. [D-FL-21] D-FL Feb 10, 2016
Rep. Hastings, Alcee L. [D-FL-20] D-FL Feb 10, 2016
Rep. Heck, Joseph J. [R-NV-3] R - NV Feb 10, 2016
Rep. Johnson, Henry C. "Hank," Jr. [D-GA-4] D -GA Feb 10, 2016
Rep. Miller, Jeff [R-FL-1] R-FL Feb 10, 2016
Rep. Murphy, Patrick [D-FL-18] D-FL Feb 10, 2016
Rep. Poliquin, Bruce [R-ME-2] R - ME Feb 10, 2016
Rep. Quigley, Mike [D-IL-5] D-IL Feb 10, 2016
Rep. Ros-Lehtinen, lleana [R-FL-27] R -FL Feb 10, 2016
Rep. Shuster, Bill [R-PA-9] R - PA Feb 10, 2016
Rep. Takano, Mark [D-CA-41] D-CA Feb 10, 2016
Rep. Walters, Mimi [R-CA-45] R-CA Feb 10, 2016
Rep. Cole, Tom [R-OK-4] R - OK Feb 26, 2016
Rep. Wilson, Frederica S. [D-FL-24] D-FL Feb 26, 2016
Rep. Diaz-Balart, Mario [R-FL-25] R -FL Mar 3, 2016
Rep. Harris, Andy [R-MD-1] R -MD May 19, 2016
Rep. Welch, Peter [D-VT-At Large] D-VT May 23, 2016
Rep. Ruppersberger, C. A. Dutch [D-MD-2] D -MD Jun 9, 2016
Rep. Price, David E. [D-NC-4] D-NC Jul 7, 2016
Rep. Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9] D-TN Jul 13, 2016
Rep. Gosar, Paul A. [R-AZ-4] R-AZ Jul 14, 2016
Rep. Sinema, Kyrsten [D-AZ-9] D-AZ Jul 14, 2016
Rep. Jeffries, Hakeem S. [D-NY-8] D - NY Sep 9, 2016
Rep. Tonko, Paul [D-NY-20] D - NY Sep 27, 2016
Rep. Byrne, Bradley [R-AL-1] R - AL Nov 15, 2016
Rep. Carter, Earl L. "Buddy" [R-GA-1] R:GA Nov 15, 2016
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Feb 12, 2016

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Commerce

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Feb 10, 2016)

Stop Online Booking Scams Act of 2016

This bill amends the Restore Online Shoppers' Confidence Act (ROSCA) to prohibit a third party online hotel reservation
seller (an online seller that is not affiliated with the person who owns the hotel or provides the hotel services or
accommodations) from charging a consumer's credit card, debit card, bank account, or other financial account for any
good or service sold in an Internet transaction, unless the seller discloses all material terms of the transaction.

Before the conclusion of the transaction, the seller must describe, and disclose the cost of, the offered good or service.

The seller must also disclose, in a manner that is continuously visible to the consumer throughout the transaction
process, the fact that it is not affiliated with the person who: (1) owns the hotel, or (2) provides the hotel services or
accommodations.

States may bring actions in federal courts to obtain damages, restitution, compensation, or other relief for ROSCA
violations. (Currently, states may bring such actions for only injunctive relief.)

The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) must publish on its website an assessment of: (1) consumers' capacity to
understand which company they are transacting with during online hotel reservation shopping, (2) consumer harm from
such uncertainty, and (3) whether any practice by a third party online hotel reservation seller violates ROSCA.

The bill expresses the sense of Congress that the FTC should revise its website to make it easier for consumers and
businesses to report complaints of deceptive practices with online booking of hotel reservations.

Actions Timeline

e Feb 12, 2016: Referred to the Subcommittee on Commerce, Manufacturing, and Trade.
e Feb 10, 2016: Introduced in House
e Feb 10, 2016: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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