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HR 4487
Public Buildings Reform and Savings Act of 2016

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Government Operations and Politics
Introduced: Feb 8, 2016
Current Status: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 563.
Latest Action: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 563. 
(Jul 14, 2016) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4487 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Barletta, Lou [R-PA-11] 
Party: Republican   •   State: PA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (5 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Del. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large] D · DC Feb 8, 2016

Rep. Carson, Andre [D-IN-7] D · IN Feb 8, 2016

Rep. DeFazio, Peter A. [D-OR-4] D · OR Feb 8, 2016

Rep. Nadler, Jerrold [D-NY-10] D · NY Feb 8, 2016

Rep. Shuster, Bill [R-PA-9] R · PA Feb 8, 2016

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Financial Services Committee House Discharged From May 23, 2016

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Discharged from Mar 2, 2016

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Government Operations and Politics

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 S 2322 Related bill Nov 19, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

114 HR 2322 Related bill May 20, 2015: Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by Voice Vote.
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Summary  (as of May 23, 2016) 

Public Buildings Reform and Savings Act of 2016

(Sec. 2) This bill: (1) directs the General Services Administration (GSA) to establish and conduct a pilot program through

2021 to execute lease agreements using alternative procedures to reduce costs of leased space and significantly reduce

or eliminate the backlog of expiring leases over the next five years, and (2) authorizes the GSA to submit consolidated

prospectuses for leases and projects to Congress for approval.

(Sec. 3) The bill requires approval by congressional resolution of any costs and expenses associated with administering

an acquisition by exchange involving real property or in-kind consideration, including services, with a fair market value of

$2.85 million or more.

(Sec. 4) The bill authorizes: (1) the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to authorize contract security personnel to

carry firearms, and (2) such personnel to detain individuals without a warrant. DHS must establish minimum and uniform

training standards for security personnel.

(Sec. 5) DHS must report on: (1) the personnel needs of the Federal Protective Service (FPS), including

recommendations on the numbers of FPS law enforcement officers needed to carry out the mission of FPS during the 10-

year period after the enactment of this Act; and (2) the best method of funding for the FPS.

(Sec. 6) The GSA must: (1) justify any need for new or replacement building space, including an explanation of why such

space could not be consolidated or colocated into other owned or leased space; and (2) notify the House Committee on

Transportation and Infrastructure and the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works if the cost, scope, or size

of any project changes by 5% or more.

(Sec. 8) The bill sets a five-year expiration on resolutions adopted by either such committee approving GSA prospectus-

level (large) projects.

(Sec. 9) The bill directs the GSA to: (1) sell a portion of the Forrestal Complex in Washington, D.C. to generate funds

necessary to construct a new Department of Energy headquarters on government-owned land in a manner consistent

with the SW Ecodistrict Plan of the National Capital Planning Commission if the GSA determines that such headquarters

can be constructed with no net costs to the government.

(Sec. 10) The bill requires that any bargain-price option to purchase at less than fair market value that is contained in any

lease agreement entered into on or after January 1, 2016, for the accommodation of a federal agency in a building may

be exercised only to the extent specifically provided for in an Act of Congress.

(Sec. 11) GSA must consider the direct purchase of energy and other utilities in bulk or otherwise for leased facilities

when cost-effective. 

(Sec. 12) The bill exempts an individual acquisition for commercial leasing services from enhanced competition

requirements for the purchase of property and services by executive agencies if such individual acquisition is made on a

no cost basis and pursuant to a multiple award contract in accordance with requirements for full and open competition.

The Government Accountability Office must conduct biennial audits of the GSA National Broker Contract, conduct a

review of the application of enhanced competition requirements, and report on such audits and reviews.



(Sec. 13) The bill requires the GSA to report to such committees on the justification for using three lease rental caps per

fiscal year and their impacts in the National Capital Region.

(Sec. 14) The bill amends the Public Works and Economic Development Administration Reform Act of 1965 to authorize

the Department of Commerce to release the federal government's interest in economic adjustment grants not less than

seven years after the final disbursement of the grant.

(Sec. 15) The bill requires a federal authority responsible for the operation of a building that is open to the public and that

contains a public restroom to ensure that the building also contains a lactation room that is available for use by members

of the public to express breast milk. Exceptions may be allowed if: (1) the building does not contain a lactation room for

employees who work in the building and does not have a room that could be repurposed as a lactation room or a space

that could be made private using portable materials, at a reasonable cost; or (2) new construction would be required to

create a lactation room in the building and the cost of such construction is unfeasible.

(Sec. 16) The GSA shall issue a report examining the feasibility of giving preference to the use of reclaimed refrigerants

to service existing equipment of federal buildings.

(Sec. 17) The bill requires the GSA to sell, by December 31, 2018, the following property located in the District of

Columbia at fair market value at highest and best use: (1) property generally consisting of Squares 325 and 326 and a

portion of Square 351 and generally bounded by 12th Street, Independence Avenue, C Street, and the James Forrestal

Building in southwest Washington; and (2) property generally consisting of Square 326 south of C Street, including the

building known as the Cotton Annex. Any net proceeds of such sale shall be paid into an account in the Federal Buildings

Fund and may be expended only subject to a specific future appropriation.

Actions Timeline

Jul 14, 2016: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 563.
Jul 13, 2016: Read the first time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under Read the First Time.
May 24, 2016: Received in the Senate.
May 23, 2016: Reported (Amended) by the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. H. Rept. 114-589, Part I.
May 23, 2016: Committee on Financial Services discharged.
May 23, 2016: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 459.
May 23, 2016: Mr. Barletta moved to suspend the rules and pass the bill, as amended.
May 23, 2016: Considered under suspension of the rules. (consideration: CR H2941-2945)
May 23, 2016: DEBATE - The House proceeded with forty minutes of debate on H.R. 4487.
May 23, 2016: Passed/agreed to in House: On motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill, as amended Agreed to by
voice vote.(text: CR H2941-2943)
May 23, 2016: On motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill, as amended Agreed to by voice vote. (text: CR H2941-
2943)
May 23, 2016: Motion to reconsider laid on the table Agreed to without objection.
Mar 2, 2016: Subcommittee Hearings Held.
Mar 2, 2016: Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings and Emergency Management Discharged.
Mar 2, 2016: Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.
Mar 2, 2016: Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by Voice Vote.
Feb 9, 2016: Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings and Emergency Management.
Feb 8, 2016: Introduced in House
Feb 8, 2016: Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, and in addition to the Committee on
Financial Services, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such
provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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