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HR 4397
Rail Safety Act

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works
Introduced: Jan 28, 2016
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous Materials.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous Materials.  (Jan 29, 2016) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4397 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Kind, Ron [D-WI-3] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: WI   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (1 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Walz, Timothy J. [D-MN-1] D · MN Feb 3, 2016

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Referred to Jan 29, 2016

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary  (as of Jan 28, 2016) 

Rail Safety Act

This bill directs the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to develop and preposition caches of emergency

response equipment, which may include firefighting equipment and fire suppression agents, to facilitate the rapid

deployment of resources needed to reduce damage to life, property, and the environment in the event of an accident

involving rail tank cars transporting hazardous material, crude oil, or flammable liquids.

Such caches shall be strategically prepositioned along rail routes over which a high volume of high-hazard trains operate

in a manner that lowers the response time of firefighters to fight fires involving flammable liquids and to prevent such fires

from spreading. FEMA may collect fees from railroad carriers to develop and preposition the caches.
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Actions Timeline

Jan 29, 2016: Referred to the Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous Materials.
Jan 28, 2016: Introduced in House
Jan 28, 2016: Referred to the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.
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