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HR 4241

Copyright Office for the Digital Economy Act

Congress: 114 (2015-2017, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Commerce

Introduced: Dec 11, 2015

Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual Property, and the Internet.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual Property, and the Internet. (Jan 15, 2016)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4241

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Marino, Tom [R-PA-10]
Party: Republican < State PA ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (2 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Chu, Judy [D-CA-27] D-CA Dec 11, 2015
Rep. Comstock, Barbara [R-VA-10] R - VA Dec 11, 2015

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee House Referred to Jan 15, 2016

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Commerce

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Dec 11, 2015)

Copyright Office for the Digital Economy Act

This bill establishes the U.S. Copyright Office as a separate independent agency in the legislative branch, to be headed
by a Director appointed by the President with the advice and consent of the Senate. (Currently, the Copyright Office is
part of the Library of Congress [LOC] and is headed by the Register of Copyrights.)

The Director's term of office is limited to 10 years without eligibility for reappointment. The Director must appoint officers
and employees responsible for administering the Office's technology and data systems. Services must be provided in a
manner that reflects technological needs and developments.

No U.S. agency is authorized to require the Copyright Office to obtain an agency's approval before the Copyright Office
submits legislative recommendations to Congress.

Copyright owners may register their copyright claims by delivering examination copies of their works to the Copyright
Office. The Copyright Office must then provide the LOC access to such examination copies and related data solely for
the LOC's determination of whether to demand a deposit of the material or to otherwise engage with copyright owners
regarding works of authorship that may be of curatorial and collection interest to the national library. The Copyright Office
must also consult with the LOC on other matters of common interest.

The director must establish a Copyright Advisory Board to advise the Copyright Office and to provide information on
emerging technology practices.

The Copyright Office must also: (1) submit a report on the future administration of mandatory deposit provisions and their
application to the digital era, and (2) conduct studies to ensure that it has the technology and staff to establish and
maintain a modern copyright system.

Actions Timeline

e Jan 15, 2016: Referred to the Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual Property, and the Internet.
e Dec 11, 2015: Introduced in House
e Dec 11, 2015: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
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