
LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.

Bill Fact Sheet – June 17, 2026
https://legilist.com

Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/114/hr/3944

HR 3944
Physician Assistant Higher Education Modernization Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Education
Introduced: Nov 5, 2015
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Higher Education and Workforce Training.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Higher Education and Workforce Training.  (Mar 23, 2016) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/3944 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Bass, Karen [D-CA-37] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: CA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (6 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Hastings, Alcee L. [D-FL-20] D · FL Nov 5, 2015

Rep. DeLauro, Rosa L. [D-CT-3] D · CT Nov 16, 2015

Rep. Kaptur, Marcy [D-OH-9] D · OH Nov 16, 2015

Rep. Rangel, Charles B. [D-NY-13] D · NY Nov 16, 2015

Rep. Butterfield, G. K. [D-NC-1] D · NC Dec 8, 2015

Rep. Pocan, Mark [D-WI-2] D · WI Dec 8, 2015

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Education and Workforce Committee House Referred to Mar 23, 2016

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Education

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Nov 5, 2015) 

Physician Assistant Higher Education Modernization Act of 2015

This bill amends title IV (Student Assistance) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 to assist qualified individuals in

receiving the education and training needed to become a physician assistant.

Students enrolled in physician assistant education programs are eligible for increased scholarship opportunities,

increased unsubsidized loan limits, and loan forgiveness programs for those who serve in areas of national need upon

graduation.

The bill provides educational institutions with the resources to keep up with the demand for new physician assistants. The

Department of Education (ED) must:

provide Historically Black Colleges and Universities and Predominantly Black Institutions with grants to fund

physician assistant studies,

prioritize the awarding of grants for physician assistant education programs that will benefit Hispanics and low-

income students, and

provide grants to prepare certified physician assistants to become faculty members in physician assistant

education programs.

In addition, ED is authorized to award grants for the improvement of technology in physician assistant education

programs. ED may also create and expand physician assistant education programs at institutions in rural areas.

Actions Timeline

Mar 23, 2016: Referred to the Subcommittee on Higher Education and Workforce Training.
Nov 5, 2015: Introduced in House
Nov 5, 2015: Referred to the House Committee on Education and the Workforce.
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