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S 385
Biennial Appropriations Act

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Economics and Public Finance
Introduced: Feb 5, 2015
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Budget.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Budget.  (Feb 5, 2015) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/385 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Enzi, Michael B. [R-WY] 
Party: Republican   •   State: WY   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (4 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Ayotte, Kelly [R-NH] R · NH Feb 5, 2015

Sen. Carper, Thomas R. [D-DE] D · DE Feb 5, 2015

Sen. Isakson, Johnny [R-GA] R · GA Feb 5, 2015

Sen. Shaheen, Jeanne [D-NH] D · NH Feb 5, 2015

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Budget Committee Senate Referred To Feb 5, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Economics and Public Finance

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 S 150 Related bill Nov 4, 2015: Committee on the Budget. Hearings held.
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Summary  (as of Feb 5, 2015) 

Biennial Appropriations Act

This bill amends the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 to change the annual appropriations process to a biennial

process for nondefense spending. Congress must consider the defense appropriations bill annually and the remaining

appropriations bills in either odd-numbered or even-numbered years. In each year that the appropriations bill for an

agency is not considered, Congress must conduct oversight hearings.

The bill requires the congressional budget resolution to be accompanied by committee allocations for biennial

appropriations and the President's budget to include details that reflect the biennial process.

It also creates a point of order against considering: (1) legislation authorizing appropriations for less than two years

unless the program requires no further appropriations and will be completed after appropriations are expended, and (2)

authorization or revenue legislation until Congress completes action on the budget resolution, appropriations bills, and

reconciliation bills.

The Office of Management and Budget must report to Congress on the impact and feasibility of a biennial budget

process.

Actions Timeline

Feb 5, 2015: Introduced in Senate
Feb 5, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Budget.
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