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HR 3517

American Red Cross Sunshine Act

Congress: 114 (2015-2017, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Emergency Management

Introduced: Sep 16, 2015

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Emergency Preparedness, Response and Communications.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Emergency Preparedness, Response and Communications. (Sep 18,
2015)

Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/3517

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Thompson, Bennie G. [D-MS-2]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: MS ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (5 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Payne, Donald M., Jr. [D-NJ-10] D-NJ Sep 17, 2015
Rep. Richmond, Cedric L. [D-LA-2] D-LA Sep 17, 2015
Rep. Nolan, Richard M. [D-MN-8] D - MN Sep 29, 2015
Rep. Torres, Norma J. [D-CA-35] D-CA Oct 6, 2015
Rep. Clarke, Yvette D. [D-NY-9] D - NY Nov 30, 2015
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Foreign Affairs Committee House Referred To Sep 16, 2015
Homeland Security Committee House Referred to Sep 18, 2015
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Referred to Sep 17, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Emergency Management

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Sep 16, 2015)

American Red Cross Sunshine Act

This bill authorizes the Comptroller General to review the involvement of the American National Red Cross (the
corporation) in any federal program or activity the corporation carries out (current law), including in connection with
events for which the government provides leadership or support under the national preparedness system. For purposes
of such review, the Comptroller General shall have: (1) access to and the right to examine and copy all corporation
records the Comptroller General deems relevant, and (2) access to and the right to interview any corporation employee
or volunteer the Comptroller General believes to have relevant knowledge.

The Comptroller General may: (1) subpoena a record or employee of the corporation, and (2) bring a civil action in U.S.
district court for the District of Columbia to enforce compliance with such subpoena.

The corporation's Office of the Ombudsman must enhance dispute resolution regarding concerns raised by stakeholders
regarding the corporation and regularly report to the corporation's board of governors information on trends and patterns
on concerns communicated to the Office regarding the corporation. The Office must make information available on its
website on how to submit concerns about the organization.

The bill requires audits, every three years, by: (1) the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration of the
corporation's revenues, expenditures, and governance; (2) the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Inspector
General of the corporation's disaster assistance services; and (3) the U.S. Agency for International Development
Inspector General of the corporation's international activities.

DHS must: (1) conduct a one-year pilot program with the corporation to develop mechanisms for DHS to better leverage
social media to improve preparedness and response capabilities, and (2) annually report on the extent to which DHS
partnered with the corporation in furtherance of preparedness and response capabilities.

Actions Timeline

e Sep 18, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Emergency Preparedness, Response and Communications.

e Sep 17, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings and Emergency
Management.

e Sep 16, 2015: Introduced in House

e Sep 16, 2015: Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Committees on Transportation and
Infrastructure, and Homeland Security, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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