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HR 3382
Lake Tahoe Restoration Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015-2017, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Environmental Protection

Introduced: Jul 29, 2015

Current Status. Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 307.

Latest Action: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 307. (Feb 1, 2016)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/3382

Sponsor

Name: Rep. McClintock, Tom [R-CA-4]
Party: Republican < Statee CA ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Amodei, Mark E. [R-NV-2] R - NV Jul 29, 2015

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Agriculture Committee House Discharged From Feb 1, 2016
Natural Resources Committee House Discharged from Oct 8, 2015
Natural Resources Committee House Discharged from Oct 8, 2015
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Referred to Jul 30, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
114 S 612 Related bill Dec 16, 2016: Became Public Law No: 114-322.
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Summary (as of Feb 1, 2016)

Lake Tahoe Restoration Act of 2015
This bill revises and reauthorizes through FY2025 the Lake Tahoe Restoration Act.

(Sec. 4) The bill adds additional requirements for the management of the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit, including
by requiring the U.S. Forest Service to coordinate with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), state and local
agencies, county governments, local governments, and local fire departments. The Forest Service must also conduct
forest management activities in the basin in a manner that: (1) helps achieve and maintain the environmental threshold
carrying capacities established by the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency; and (2) promotes multiple ecosystem benefits,
unless such activities would excessively increase the cost of a program. (The environmental threshold carrying capacities
are the environmental standards necessary to maintain a significant scenic, recreational, educational, scientific or natural
value of the region or to maintain public health and safety within the region.)

The bill excludes certain activities that reduce forest fuels in the basin management unit from the requirements of the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA).

The bill establishes a binding arbitration process for challenges to forest management activities in the basin management
unit.

The basin management unit must support the attainment of the environmental threshold carrying capacities and identify
and pursue the means to expand those capacities. The environmental threshold carrying capacities are the
environmental standards necessary to maintain a significant scenic, recreational, educational, scientific or natural value
of the region or to maintain public health and safety within the region.

During FY2016-FY2020, the Forest Service may enter into contracts or cooperative agreements with public and private
entities to provide for fuel reduction, erosion control, reforestation, and similar management activities on federal land and
nonfederal land within the programs in the basin. The term for an agreement or contract may be more than 10 years, but
no more than 20 years.

The Forest Service must retain any commercial product funds generated as part of forest management activities or
cooperative activities conducted in the basin management unit, other than certain stewardship contracts.

(Sec. 5) The Forest Service, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), the U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS), and the EPA, in coordination with the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency and the states of
California and Nevada, may carry out or provide financial assistance to certain programs in the basin concerning: (1) fire
risk reduction and forest management, and (2) aquatic invasive species management.

The bill establishes civil penalties for launching watercrafts into the basin that are not compliant with invasive species
strategies deployed under the bill.

(Sec. 6) The Corps of Engineers may enter into interagency agreements with nonfederal interests in the basin and use
Lake Tahoe Partnership-Miscellaneous General Investigations funds for providing technical assistance for forest
management or invasive species control activities.

The Forest Service, the EPA, the USFWS, and the USGS must coordinate with the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency to
conduct public education and outreach programs.



The Forest Service, the EPA, the USFWS, and the USGS, in coordination with the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency and
the states of California and Nevada, must develop and implement a plan for monitoring, assessment, and research to
evaluate the effectiveness of programs funded under this bill.

(Sec. 8) The bill outlines how fees collected for special uses within the basin may be used.

(Sec. 9) The bill amends the Santini-Burton Act to authorize: (1) a donation from the California Tahoe Conservancy and
the California Department of Parks and Recreation to the Forest Service of 1,981 acres of land administered by the
Conservancy and 187 acres of land administered by California State Parks; and (2) a transfer from the Forest Service to
Nevada of 39 acres of land known as the Van Sickle Unit USFS Inholding.

The bill authorizes the Forest Service to convey all of its urban lots within the basin. The proceeds from conveying urban
lots must be used to purchase parcels of private land that are surrounded by federal land.

(Sec. 11) Projects conducted by the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency that will use a registered herbicide to eradicate
Eurasian watermilfoil and curlyleaf pondweed from the south end of Lake Tahoe, known as the Lake Tahoe Keys, are
categorically excluded from the requirements of the NEPA.

Actions Timeline

e Feb 1, 2016: Reported (Amended) by the Committee on Natural Resources. H. Rept. 114-404, Part I.
e Feb 1, 2016: Committee on Agriculture discharged.

e Feb 1, 2016: Committee on Transportation discharged.

e Feb 1, 2016: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 307.

e Oct 8, 2015: Subcommittee on Federal Lands Discharged.

e Oct 8, 2015: Subcommittee on Water, Power and Oceans Discharged.

e Oct 8, 2015: Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.

e Oct 8, 2015: Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by the Yeas and Nays: 21 - 16.

e Oct 7, 2015: Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.

e Aug 31, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Federal Lands.

e Aug 31, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Water, Power and Oceans.

e Jul 30, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment.
e Jul 29, 2015: Introduced in House

e Jul 29, 2015: Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources, and in addition to the Committees on Agriculture, and
Transportation and Infrastructure, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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