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S 3313

Burma Strategy Act of 2016

Congress: 114 (2015-2017, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: International Affairs

Introduced: Sep 13, 2016

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. (Sep 13, 2016)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/3313

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Cardin, Benjamin L. [D-MD]
Party: Democratic + State: MD ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (3 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Durbin, Richard J. [D-IL] D-IL Sep 13, 2016
Sen. McCain, John [R-AZ] R-AZ Sep 13, 2016
Sen. Schatz, Brian [D-HI] D - HI Sep 13, 2016

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Foreign Relations Committee Senate Referred To Sep 13, 2016

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

International Affairs

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Sep 13, 2016)

Burma Strategy Act of 2016

This bill authorizes FY2017 appropriations for assistance to Burma to: (1) support civil society organizations and
strengthen anti-corruption efforts, (2) implement a specified democracy and human rights strategy, (3) support refugee-
assistance organizations operating in Thailand, (4) promote ethnic reconciliation, and (5) reduce the military's position in
the economy.

Funds may not be provided to: (1) the military of Burma or any individual or organization credibly alleged to have
committed gross violations of human rights, or (2) any individual or organization that advocates violence against ethnic or
religious groups and individuals in Burma. The bill provides for a U.S. national security waiver.

The Department of the Treasury shall instruct the U.S. executive director of each international financial institution to use
U.S. influence to support only those projects in Burma that meet specified accountability, social and cultural,
environmental and natural resource, and indigenous peoples protections.

Foreign military sales funds are made available for English language training for Burma's military under the Defense
Language Institute English Language Center.

The Department of State may establish an exchange program between military and civilian personnel of Burma and their
counterparts in: (1) countries that are strengthening a democratic form of government and demonstrating civilian
oversight of the military, or (2) North Atlantic Treaty Organization countries.

The President may designate a private, nonprofit organization as the Win Tin Burma-American Enterprise Fund to
receive financial assistance and support under this bill. No military-owned enterprises are eligible for fund participation.

The U.S. Trade Representative is urged to: (1) help Burma achieve eligibility for the generalized system of preferences,
and (2) urge other countries to support such eligibility.

The State Department shall submit a strategy to promote transparency and good governance in Burma's jadeite, ruby,
and gemstones sector.

Actions Timeline

e Sep 13, 2016: Introduced in Senate
e Sep 13, 2016: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations.
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