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HR 2899
CVE Act

Congress: 114 (2015-2017, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Emergency Management

Introduced: Jun 25, 2015

Current Status. Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 263.

Latest Action: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 263. (Nov 19, 2015)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/2899

Sponsor

Name: Rep. McCaul, Michael T. [R-TX-10]
Party: Republican < State TX ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (7 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Carter, Earl L. "Buddy" [R-GA-1] R:-GA Jul 14, 2015
Rep. Donovan, Daniel M., Jr. [R-NY-11] R - NY Jul 14, 2015
Rep. Katko, John [R-NY-24] R - NY Jul 14, 2015
Rep. McSally, Martha [R-AZ-2] R-AZ Jul 14, 2015
Rep. Walker, Mark [R-NC-6] R -NC Jul 14, 2015
Rep. King, Peter T. [R-NY-2] R - NY Jul 15, 2015
Rep. Marino, Tom [R-PA-10] R - PA Jul 16, 2015
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Homeland Security Committee House Reported By Nov 19, 2015
Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Emergency Management
Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 S 3456 Related bill Sep 28, 2016: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental

Affairs.
114 HR 5611 Related bill Sep 7, 2016: Referred to the Subcommittee on Terrorism, Nonproliferation, and Trade.
114 S 2522 Related bill Jul 11, 2016: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 552.

114 S 2369 Related bill Dec 8, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs.

114 HR 3075 Related bill Jul 21, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Counterterrorism and Intelligence.
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Summary (as of Nov 19, 2015)

Countering Violent Extremism Act of 2015 or the CVE Act

(Sec. 2) This bill amends the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to establish within the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) the Office for Countering Violent Extremism, to be headed by an Assistant Secretary for Countering Violent
Extremism.

The Assistant Secretary is responsible for:

e coordinating DHS activities to counter violent extremism across all DHS components and offices that conduct
strategic and supportive activities to counter such extremism;

e establishing a program to craft strategic counter-messages to propaganda and messaging disseminated by violent
extremists to communities at risk for radicalization and recruitment;

e serving as the primary representative of DHS in coordinating countering violent extremism activities with other
federal agencies and non-governmental organizations.

e serving as the primary DHS-level representative in coordinating with the Department of State on international
countering violent extremism issues; and

¢ providing guidance, in coordination with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the Officer for
Civil Rights and Civil Liberties of DHS, regarding the use of grants made to state, local, and tribal governments
under the allowable uses guidelines related to countering violent extremism.

The Assistant Secretary shall enter into a memorandum of understanding with the Administrator of FEMA outlining the
roles of the Assistant Secretary and the Administrator with respect to the administration of grants related to countering
violent extremism.

The Assistant Secretary, in coordination with the Administrator of FEMA and the Officer for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties
of DHS, shall establish, and provide an implementation plan for, a grant program for eligible community groups and
organizations to assist them in establishing counter-messaging campaigns targeting violent extremism. A community
group or organization that has knowingly funded violent extremist activities or organizations known to engage in such
activities is not eligible for such a grant.

The Assistant Secretary shall submit to Congress an annual report for each of the next five fiscal years (beginning in the
fiscal year that begins after the date of the enactment of this section) on the Office for Countering Violent Extremism.
Each such report shall include:

e a description of the status of the programs and policies of the DHS for countering violent extremism in the United
States;

¢ a description of the activities of the Office to cooperate with and provide assistance to other agencies;

¢ the qualitative and quantitative outcome-based metrics used for evaluating the success of such programs and
policies and the steps taken to evaluate the success of such programs and policies;

¢ a detailed summary of the organizations with which DHS conducted outreach to discuss countering violent
extremism, an accounting of grants awarded by DHS to counter violent extremism, and an accounting of all training
specifically aimed at countering violent extremism sponsored by DHS;

¢ details of the optimal level of personnel and funding for the Office;

e an analysis of how DHS's activities to counter violent extremism correspond and adapt to the threat environment;



a summary of how civil rights and civil liberties are protected in DHS's activities to counter violent extremism;

e an evaluation of the grant program, including the effectiveness of grants in countering violent extremism; and

¢ a description of how the Office incorporated lessons learned from the countering violent extremism programs and
policies of other foreign agencies.

Funds made available to the Office of the Secretary of DHS are authorized to be used for the Office for Countering
Violent Extremism for each of FY2016-FY2020.

This Act shall terminate five years after the enactment of this Act.

Actions Timeline

Nov 19, 2015: Reported (Amended) by the Committee on Homeland Security. H. Rept. 114-344.
Nov 19, 2015: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 263.

Jul 15, 2015: Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.

Jul 15, 2015: Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by Voice Vote.

Jun 25, 2015: Introduced in House

Jun 25, 2015: Referred to the House Committee on Homeland Security.
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