LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.
Bill Fact Sheet — June 26, 2026
https://legilist.com
Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/114/s/2626

S 2626

Higher Education Unmanned Aircraft Systems Modernization Act

Congress: 114 (2015-2017, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works

Introduced: Mar 3, 2016

Current Status. Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 114-635.

Latest Action: Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 114-635.
(Mar 10, 2016)

Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2626

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Peters, Gary C. [D-MI]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: Ml ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Moran, Jerry [R-KS] R -KS Mar 3, 2016

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber  Activity Date
Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Mar 3, 2016
Small Business and Entrepreneurship Committee Senate Hearings By (full committee) Mar 10, 2016

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Mar 3, 2016)

Higher Education Unmanned Aircraft Systems Modernization Act

This bill amends the FAA Modernization and Reform Act of 2012 to authorize an institution of higher education to operate
an unmanned aircraft system within the United States without the specific approval of, and without registering the system
with, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) if:

e the institution has adopted a policy to ensure safe operation of such systems, which shall include the designation
of a point of contact at the institution for review and approval of such operation and the requirement that such
operation be conducted under the supervision of an operator in command;

¢ the point of contact has confirmed that the proposed operation is for educational or research purposes, is in
accordance with applicable policies of the institution regarding safety, training or supervision requirements, privacy,
and prior notice and permission, and will occur under the supervision of an operator in command;

e the system is operated not higher than 400 feet above ground level and in a manner that will not create a hazard to
persons or property, is marked with the identification and contact information of the owner, does not survey, create
a nuisance on, or overfly private property without the permission of the property owner, gives right of way to, and
avoids flying in the proximity of, full-scale aircraft, and is operated at a site that is of sufficient distance from
populated areas to protect the safety of persons and property; and

e the institution notifies and obtains permission, at least annually, from air traffic control or the airport manager (for
small facilities) when the system will be operated within five statute miles of an airport around which the airspace is
designated as class B or class C airspace, within two statute miles of any other airport or heliport, or within
airspace designated as restricted or prohibited.

If an unmanned aircraft system operated by an institution of higher education is involved in any incident resulting in
personal injury or property damage (other than to the system, to property of the institution, or to individuals directly
involved in the system's operation), the point of contact shall report the incident to the FAA within 10 days.

Actions Timeline

e Mar 10, 2016: Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 114-635.
e Mar 3, 2016: Introduced in Senate
e Mar 3, 2016: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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