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S 2609
An original bill to amend the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 to require the Secretary of Agriculture to
establish a national voluntary labeling standard for bioengineered foods, and for other purposes.

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Agriculture and Food
Introduced: Mar 1, 2016
Current Status: By Senator Roberts from Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry filed written report. Repo
Latest Action: By Senator Roberts from Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry filed written report. Report No.
114-403. Additional views filed.  (Dec 9, 2016) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2609 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Roberts, Pat [R-KS] 
Party: Republican   •   State: KS   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee Senate Reported Original Measure Mar 1, 2016

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Agriculture and Food

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 S 764 Related bill Jul 29, 2016: Became Public Law No: 114-216.
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Summary  (as of Mar 1, 2016) 

This bill amends the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 to require the Department of Agriculture (USDA) to establish a

national voluntary bioengineered food labeling standard.

The standard applies to food that either contains or was developed or produced using genetic material that: (1) has been

modified through in vitro recombinant deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) techniques, and (2) could not otherwise be obtained

through conventional breeding or found in nature. (Recombinant DNA is DNA that has been altered by joining genetic

material from two or more different organisms.)

USDA regulations implementing this bill must:

prohibit claims regarding the safety or quality of food based on whether or not the food is bioengineered,

determine the amounts of a bioengineered substance that may be present for a food to be labeled as

bioengineered, and

establish a process for requesting and granting determinations regarding other factors and conditions under which

a food may be labeled as bioengineered.

USDA must provide science-based information through education, outreach, and promotion to address consumer

acceptance of agricultural biotechnology.

USDA and the Department of Health and Human Services must report to Congress regarding the availability of

information for determining whether food is bioengineered or bioengineering was used in the development or production

process.

The labeling standard established by this bill preempts state and local laws regarding the labeling of bioengineered or

genetically engineered food or seeds.

Actions Timeline

Dec 9, 2016: By Senator Roberts from Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry filed written report. Report No.
114-403. Additional views filed.
Mar 1, 2016: Introduced in Senate
Mar 1, 2016: Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. Original measure reported to Senate by Senator
Roberts. Without written report.
Mar 1, 2016: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 379.
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