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Eliminate, Neutralize, and Disrupt Wildlife Trafficking Act

Congress: 114 (2015-2017, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: International Affairs

Introduced: Dec 10, 2015

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. (Dec 10, 2015)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2385

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Coons, Christopher A. [D-DE]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: DE ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (s total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Flake, Jeff [R-AZ] R-AZ Dec 10, 2015
Sen. Collins, Susan M. [R-ME] R - ME Apr 13, 2016
Sen. Menendez, Robert [D-NJ] D-NJ Apr 13, 2016
Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR] D-OR Sep 22, 2016
Sen. Portman, Rob [R-OH] R -OH Sep 22, 2016
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Foreign Relations Committee Senate Referred To Dec 10, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

International Affairs

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Dec 10, 2015)

Eliminate, Neutralize, and Disrupt Wildlife Trafficking Act
This bill directs the Presidential Task Force on Wildlife Trafficking to:

e identify countries of concern regarding the supply, poaching, or transit of wildlife and wildlife products;

¢ collaborate with the national wildlife service of a country of concern to analyze the threats to wildlife in that country,
and to prepare a strategic plan with recommendations for addressing wildlife crime;

¢ coordinate efforts to implement strategic plans among federal agencies and non-federal partners; and

e coordinate with stakeholders qualified to provide assistance regarding anti-poaching activities, law enforcement
efforts, and strategies to reduce illicit trade and reduce consumer demand for illegally traded wildlife and wildlife
products.

The Task Force shall terminate five years after enactment of this Act.

The Department of State may provide defense articles, services, and training to security forces of a country of concern to
counter wildlife trafficking and poaching.

The State Department and the U.S. Agency for International Development, with respect to countries of concern, may:

e provide assistance to carry out strategic plan recommendations, including improving the effectiveness of wildlife
law enforcement;

¢ design and implement programs to increase the investigational capacity of wildlife law enforcement and customs
and border security officers and to combat the transnational trade in illegal wildlife; and

¢ take actions to strengthen international cooperation and partnerships to combat the global wildlife crime crisis.

The State Department may also provide support in countries of concern to the development and replication of
community-owned wildlife conservancies and community-based conservation programs.

It is the sense of Congress that the United States should continue to work with foreign countries, including China,
Thailand, and Vietnam to combat global wildlife trafficking.

The State Department should implement agreements with China and initiate negotiations with Thailand and Vietnam
aimed at reducing demand for ivory and rhinoceros horn (Vietnam), and eliminating illegal trade in wildlife and wildlife
products.

It is the sense of Congress that efforts to find funds to carry out this Act should not result in an increase in amounts
authorized to be appropriated for a fiscal year to provide additional funds for overseas contingency operations.

Actions Timeline

e Dec 10, 2015: Introduced in Senate
e Dec 10, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations.
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