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S 2377
Defeat ISIS and Protect and Secure the United States Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: International Affairs
Introduced: Dec 9, 2015
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. (text of measure as introduced: CR S8548-
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. (text of measure as introduced: CR S8548-
8558)  (Dec 9, 2015) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2377 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Reid, Harry [D-NV] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NV   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (21 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Brown, Sherrod [D-OH] D · OH Dec 9, 2015

Sen. Cardin, Benjamin L. [D-MD] D · MD Dec 9, 2015

Sen. Carper, Thomas R. [D-DE] D · DE Dec 9, 2015

Sen. Durbin, Richard J. [D-IL] D · IL Dec 9, 2015

Sen. Feinstein, Dianne [D-CA] D · CA Dec 9, 2015

Sen. Leahy, Patrick J. [D-VT] D · VT Dec 9, 2015

Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA] D · WA Dec 9, 2015

Sen. Nelson, Bill [D-FL] D · FL Dec 9, 2015

Sen. Reed, Jack [D-RI] D · RI Dec 9, 2015

Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D · NY Dec 9, 2015

Sen. Mikulski, Barbara A. [D-MD] D · MD Dec 10, 2015

Sen. Shaheen, Jeanne [D-NH] D · NH Dec 10, 2015

Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN] D · MN Dec 15, 2015

Sen. Coons, Christopher A. [D-DE] D · DE Jan 19, 2016

Sen. Heinrich, Martin [D-NM] D · NM Feb 4, 2016

Sen. Bennet, Michael F. [D-CO] D · CO Feb 22, 2016

Sen. Warren, Elizabeth [D-MA] D · MA Mar 17, 2016

Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] D · CA Apr 5, 2016

Sen. McCaskill, Claire [D-MO] D · MO Apr 5, 2016

Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] D · CT Apr 6, 2016

Sen. Baldwin, Tammy [D-WI] D · WI May 12, 2016
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Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee Senate Referred To Dec 9, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

International Affairs

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 HR
5643 

Related bill Jul 15, 2016: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations.

114 S 3186 Related bill Jul 13, 2016: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.

114 HR
4135 

Related bill Jan 15, 2016: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations.

114 S 2369 Related bill Dec 8, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.

114 S 2323 Related bill Nov 19, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. (text of measure as introduced:
CR S8164)

114 S 551 Related bill Feb 24, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. (Sponsor introductory remarks
on measure: CR S1077-1078)
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Summary  (as of Dec 9, 2015) 

Defeat ISIS and Protect and Secure the United States Act of 2015

This bill directs the President to designate a person to coordinate federal government and international partner efforts to

defeat the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS).

The President may prohibit, or impose strict conditions on, the opening or maintaining in the United States of a

correspondent account or a payable-through account by a foreign financial institution that knowingly facilitates a

significant transaction for ISIS.

The Director of National Intelligence shall review each intelligence sharing agreement between the United States and a

foreign country experiencing a significant ISIS threat or participating in the anti-ISIS coalition.

The President shall: (1) design programs to counter violent extremism abroad; and (2) develop as part of the National

Strategy for Counterterrorism a comprehensive strategy to counter ISIS propaganda, including through online activities.

The Department of State shall make counterterrorism funding available for programs that strengthen governance and

security in fragile nation states that share a border with a country that ISIS or other violent extremists have threatened to

destabilize or delegitimize.

The President may give technical and operational assistance for the European Union and its member states to: (1)

improve border management, including migrant screening; and (2) enhance intelligence sharing.

The bill authorizes funds for emergency and life-saving assistance, including care of internally displaced persons in Syria

and Iraq and mitigation of the outflow of refugees to Lebanon and Jordan.

Visa Waiver Program Security Enhancement Act

The Immigration and Nationality Act is amended to revise the visa waiver program, requiring use of machine-readable,

electronic passports in order to participate in the program.

Federal criminal law is amended to prohibit known or suspected terrorists from purchasing a gun.

The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) shall:

review training for transportation security officers who operate airport security checkpoints and conduct baggage

screening,

review airport security to identify insider threat vulnerabilities in aviation,

convene a working group of private sector screening technology users to foster public-private partnerships, and

encourage maximum coordination with international counterparts.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation shall give TSA names and identifying information from the terrorist screening

database to permit TSA to administer the credential vetting program for individuals with unescorted access to sensitive

transportation environments.

DHS shall create a grant program to assist airports in carrying out construction necessary to address attack scenarios

and mitigate insider threats.



The Atomic Energy Act of 1954 is amended to prohibit the Nuclear Regulatory Commission from granting a commercial

license to any individual who is: (1) listed in the FBI terrorist screening database; or (2) convicted of any terrorism-related

offense under any federal, state, or local law.

The Administrator for Nuclear Security shall develop a strategy to enhance the security of all high activity radiological

sources.

The Homeland Security Act of 2002 is amended to establish an Office for Community Partnerships to lead DHS efforts to

counter violent extremism.

The Department of Justice (DOJ), through the Office of Justice Programs, may award grants to local governments,

nonprofit organizations, and institutions of higher education to identify causes of violent extremism and related

phenomena.

The National Research Council shall study cryptographic technologies and national cryptography policy.

DHS shall give technical assistance to state, local, tribal, territorial, private sector, and nongovernmental partners to

develop response plans for active shooter incidents in publicly accessible spaces.

DOJ may award grants to develop antiterrorism training and technical assistance programs for state, local, and tribal law

enforcement.

Actions Timeline

Dec 9, 2015: Introduced in Senate
Dec 9, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. (text of measure as introduced: CR S8548-
8558)
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