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S 2301

Food Labeling Modernization Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015-2017, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: Nov 18, 2015

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (Nov 18, 2015)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2301

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT]
Party: Democratic « State: CT ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (2 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Markey, Edward J. [D-MA] D - MA Nov 18, 2015
Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] DRI Jun 6, 2016

Committee Activity
Committee Chamber Activity Date

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To Nov 18, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
114 HR 4061 Identical bill Nov 20, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
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Summary (as of Nov 18, 2015)

Food Labeling Modernization Act of 2015

This bill amends the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (FFDCA) to require the front of food packages to bear a
nutrition label that complies with Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regulations. The bill specifies principles for such
regulations, including that there should be a standard, easily understood symbol system for calorie and nutrient
information.

Only under specified conditions may the front of a food package include: (1) descriptions of whole grain content, (2) the
term "wheat" or "whole wheat," or (3) a reference to a characterizing ingredient.

If a food contains added coloring, non-caloric sweetener, or flavoring, that fact must be stated on the front of the package.

The FDA must regulate food labels that make claims about the mechanism by which a nutrient affects the body. Food
manufacturers must substantiate health claims on a label upon request from the FDA. Labeling regarding trans fat and
cholesterol is restricted. The FDA must establish a level of added sugars above which a food is disqualified from making
health claims on the label.

Regarding food labels, the FDA must: (1) regulate use of "natural,” (2) prohibit use of "healthy" on certain foods, and (3)
establish formatting requirements for ingredient lists.

Food labels must include the percent of recommended daily calories and daily added sugars per serving. Labels must
disclose the amount of added sugars in teaspoons and grams.

Foods containing caffeine must be labeled with the amount.
Sesame is added to the list of major food allergens.
The names of major food allergens in nonpackaged food offered for sale at retail must be on a sign adjacent to the food.

Food manufacturers and importers must submit to the FDA for publication the information to be included on a food's label
and keep this information updated.
"Artificial" and "synthetic" are defined for purposes of the FFDCA.

Actions Timeline

e Nov 18, 2015: Introduced in Senate
e Nov 18, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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