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S2278

Promoting Unlicensed Spectrum Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015-2017, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications

Introduced: Nov 10, 2015

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (Nov 10, 2015)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2278

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Schatz, Brian [D-HI]
Party: Democratic « State: HI ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors
No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Nov 10, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Nov 10, 2015)

Promoting Unlicensed Spectrum Act of 2015

This bill requires the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to ensure that spectrum allocation and assignment
produces a balance between radio frequency bands available for: (1) exclusive licensing through an auction, and (2)
unlicensed operations on a nonexclusive basis without the expectation of protection from interference.

The FCC must consider whether to adopt rules that permit unlicensed operations in spectrum assigned by auction until
the licensee brings the spectrum into use by initiating commercial service.

The bill declares that it is the policy of the United States to:

e maximize the utility of the spectrum resources of the United States,

e advance innovation and investment in wireless broadband services, and

e promote a balanced spectrum policy that makes adequate spectrum resources available for both licensed and
unlicensed technologies.

The FCC must consult with the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) to develop a national
strategy for making additional radio frequency bands available for unlicensed operations. The strategy must: (1) identify
proposed radio frequency bands to be cleared of incumbent users; (2) ensure that consumers have access to additional
low-, mid-, and high-band frequencies for unlicensed operations; and (3) consider rules and other ways to promote
spectrum sharing and improve spectrum utilization.

The NTIA, in conjunction with the FCC and the Office of Management and Budget, must submit to Congress a report on
the steps necessary to designate additional radio frequency bands used by federal entities for unlicensed operations
without causing harmful interference to government operations. The report must consider the impact on homeland
security or national security communications and include recommendations to ensure the solvency of the Spectrum
Relocation Fund.

Actions Timeline

e Nov 10, 2015: Introduced in Senate
e Nov 10, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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