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Higher Education Access and Success for Homeless and Foster Youth Act

Congress: 114 (2015-2017, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Education

Introduced: Nov 10, 2015

Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (Nov 10, 2015)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2267

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA]
Party: Democratic « State: WA ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (7 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Baldwin, Tammy [D-WI] D Wi Nov 10, 2015
Sen. Booker, Cory A. [D-NJ] D - NJ Nov 10, 2015
Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA] D-PA Nov 10, 2015
Sen. Franken, Al [D-MN] D - MN Nov 10, 2015
Sen. Hirono, Mazie K. [D-HI] D - HI Nov 10, 2015
Sen. Kaine, Tim [D-VA] D VA Nov 10, 2015
Sen. Peters, Gary C. [D-MI] D - Ml Nov 30, 2015
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To Nov 10, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Education

Related Bills

Bill Relationship  Last Action
114 HR 4043 Identical bill Mar 23, 2016: Referred to the Subcommittee on Higher Education and Workforce Training.
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Summary (as of Nov 10, 2015)

Higher Education Access and Success for Homeless and Foster Youth Act

This bill amends the Higher Education Act of 1965 to revise provisions related to financial aid and educational programs
for children and youths who are homeless or in foster care.

With respect to a student's independence for purposes of financial aid, a financial aid administrator must: (1) in the
absence of conflicting information, accept a homelessness determination made by an authorized individual; and (2) make
such a determination if the student cannot get documentation from a designated authority. A student who is determined
to be independent on this basis shall generally be presumed to be independent for a subsequent award year at the same
institution.

The bill expands the duties of the Student Loan Ombudsman to include the review and resolution of complaints regarding
such determinations.

To be eligible for certain federal funds, an institution must meet specified requirements related to student housing,
coordination, and notice of financial assistance eligibility with respect to children and youths who are homeless or in
foster care.

In approving applications for entities to carry out specified programs related to higher education, the Department of
Education shall require an entity to make specified assurances with respect to the participation of children and youths
who are homeless or in foster care. A federal work-study agreement must prioritize employment for such students.

For purposes of income-based financial aid determinations, the bill excludes from income: (1) the value of specified
vouchers for education and training, and (2) direct payments made through an extended foster care program.

With respect to children or youths who are homeless or in foster care, a state may not charge a tuition rate that is higher
than the in-state tuition rate.

Actions Timeline

e Nov 10, 2015: Introduced in Senate
e Nov 10, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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