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HR 2178
FORESTS Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources
Introduced: Apr 30, 2015
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Conservation and Forestry.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Conservation and Forestry.  (May 27, 2015) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/2178 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. McMorris Rodgers, Cathy [R-WA-5] 
Party: Republican   •   State: WA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (8 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Benishek, Dan [R-MI-1] R · MI Apr 30, 2015

Rep. Kirkpatrick, Ann [D-AZ-1] D · AZ Apr 30, 2015

Rep. Labrador, Raul R. [R-ID-1] R · ID Apr 30, 2015

Rep. Newhouse, Dan [R-WA-4] R · WA Apr 30, 2015

Rep. Poliquin, Bruce [R-ME-2] R · ME Apr 30, 2015

Rep. Reichert, David G. [R-WA-8] R · WA Apr 30, 2015

Rep. Ribble, Reid J. [R-WI-8] R · WI Apr 30, 2015

Rep. Palazzo, Steven M. [R-MS-4] R · MS May 13, 2015

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Agriculture Committee House Referred to May 27, 2015

Natural Resources Committee House Referred to May 26, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Apr 30, 2015) 

Fostering Opportunities for Resources and Education Spending through Timber Sales Act of 2015 or the

FORESTS Act of 2015

This bill directs the Department of Agriculture to establish at least one Forest Active Management Area within each unit of

the National Forest System designated for sustainable forest management for the production of national forest materials

(trees, portions of trees, or forest products) and forest active management revenues (derived from the sale of such

materials).

The purpose of an Area is to provide a dependable source of:

payments to states in which a national forest is situated of 25% of specified forest receipts, to be used for the

benefit of public schools and public roads; and

economic activity through sustainable forest management for each beneficiary county containing System land

included within that Area.

Forest active management revenues shall be used to make: (1) the 25% payments to states for payment to beneficiary

counties for the benefit of public schools and public roads, and (2) deposits into the Knutson-Vandenburg Fund and the

salvage sale fund for projects on System land.

This bill amends the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 to extend:

through FY2018 authorities for secure payments to states and counties containing federal land, and

through FY2020 the authority for special projects on federal land and certain county activities.

Receipt by a county of Forest Active Management revenues or stewardship project payments shall be offset against 25%

payments to the county.

The original method for calculating 25% payments is restored.

Beginning October 1, 2015, a state or territorial legislature may not withhold any portion of a 25% payment from the

county or counties in which a national forest is situated.

The maximum duration of a stewardship end resulting contract under the Healthy Forest Restoration Act of 2003 may

extend from 10 to 20 years.

The Forest Service or the Bureau of Land Management of the Department of the Interior:

shall pay to the county or counties in which the project site is situated 25% of the monies retained from a contract

or agreement for a stewardship contracting project on federal land under its respective jurisdiction, and

may procure the services of non-federal employees to perform activities necessary to ensure a project for

compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and the Endangered Species Act of 1973.



Actions Timeline

May 27, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Conservation and Forestry.
May 26, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Federal Lands.
Apr 30, 2015: Introduced in House
Apr 30, 2015: Referred to the Committee on Agriculture, and in addition to the Committee on Natural Resources, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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