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S 2137
Military Family Stability Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015-2017, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security

Introduced: Oct 6, 2015

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services. (Oct 6, 2015)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2137

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Blunt, Roy [R-MO]
Party: Republican < Statee MO ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (6 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Burr, Richard [R-NC] R -NC Oct 6, 2015
Sen. Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [D-NY] D - NY Oct 6, 2015
Sen. Hirono, Mazie K. [D-HI] D - HI Oct 6, 2015
Sen. Cochran, Thad [R-MS] R -MS Oct 21, 2015
Sen. Mikulski, Barbara A. [D-MD] D -MD Oct 21, 2015
Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] D-CT Nov 3, 2015
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Armed Services Committee Senate Referred To Oct 6, 2015
Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 S 2943 Related bill Dec 23, 2016: Became Public Law No: 114-328.

114 HR 4200 Related bill Jan 19, 2016: Referred to the Subcommittee on Readiness.

114 S 2403 Related bill Dec 15, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services.
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Summary (as of Oct 6, 2015)

Military Family Stability Act of 2015

This bill allows a member of the Armed Forces undergoing a permanent change of station and the member's spouse to
jointly elect that the spouse may relocate to the new location at the time during the covered relocation period as the
member and spouse jointly select.

The following families are eligible:

¢ the spouse is employed, or enrolled in a degree, certificate or license-granting program, at the beginning of the
covered relocation period;

the member and spouse have one or more children in school;

the spouse or children are covered under the Exceptional Family Member Program;

the member and spouse are caring for an immediate family member with a chronic or long-term iliness; or

the member is undergoing a permanent change of station as an individual augmentee or other deployment

arrangement.
Families with other needs may receive exceptions granted by military commanders on a case-by-case basis.

A member undergoing a permanent change of station who has one or more specified dependents and is no longer
married to the individual who is or was the parent of such dependents at the beginning of the covered period of relocation
may elect that such dependents relocate to the new location as follows:

e by the member alone if the former spouse is dead or has no custodial rights, or
¢ by the member and the former spouse jointly in all other circumstances.

Housing provisions are as follows:

¢ if a member's spouse relocates first the member shall be assigned to quarters or other U.S. housing facilities as a
bachelor until the date of the member's permanent change of station;

¢ if a member's spouse and dependents reside in U.S. housing at the beginning of the covered relocation period, the
spouse and dependents may continue to reside in such housing throughout the covered period of relocation
regardless of the date of the member's permanent change of station; and

¢ if a member's spouse and dependents are eligible to reside in U.S. housing following the member's permanent
change of station, the spouse and dependents may commence residing in such housing at any time during the
covered relocation period regardless of the date of the member's permanent change of station.

In the case of a member undergoing a permanent change of station who is paid basic housing allowance at the "with
dependents” rate at the beginning of the covered relocation period, the member shall be paid at such rate for months
beginning during the covered relocation period regardless of the date on which the member's spouse and dependents
relocate or the member is assigned to bachelor's quarters or facilities.

The geographic location of the dependents shall govern in determining the portion of basic housing allowance payable to
a member with respect to the member's dependents.

A member shall be provided with housing reimbursement if quarters are not available for the member's assignment until
the date on which the member and the member's spouse reside in the same geographic area after the permanent



change of station.

Transportation allowances authorized for personal property of a member and spouse may be allocated as the member
and spouse select.

The Department of Defense shall establish a single application approval process for coverage under this Act which shall
apply uniformly among the Armed Forces.

Actions Timeline

e Oct 6, 2015: Introduced in Senate
e Oct 6, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services.
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