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S 2136
Improving Small Business Innovative Research and Technologies Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Commerce
Introduced: Oct 6, 2015
Current Status: By Senator Vitter from Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship filed written report under a
Latest Action: By Senator Vitter from Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship filed written report under
authority of the order of the Senate of 12/10/2016. Report No. 114-414.  (Dec 20, 2016) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2136 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Vitter, David [R-LA] 
Party: Republican   •   State: LA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Enzi, Michael B. [R-WY] R · WY Oct 6, 2015

Sen. Coons, Christopher A. [D-DE] D · DE Oct 20, 2015

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Small Business and Entrepreneurship Committee Senate Reported By Dec 3, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Commerce

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 S
2812 

Related bill Dec 20, 2016: By Senator Vitter from Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship filed written report
under authority of the order of the Senate of 12/10/2016. Report No. 114-417.

114 S
2793 

Related bill Apr 13, 2016: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship.
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Summary  (as of Dec 3, 2015) 

Improving Small Business Innovative Research and Technologies Act of 2015

(Sec. 2) This bill amends the Small Business Act to extend through FY2017 the requirement that the Small Business

Administration (SBA) allow each federal agency required to conduct a Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR)

Program to use up to 3% of allocated SBIR funds for the administration of its SBIR or Small Business Technology

Transfer (STTR) Program as well as other specified administrative, oversight, and contract processing costs.

The SBA shall establish the Regional SBIR State Collaborative Initiative Pilot Program to provide one-year renewable

awards of up to $300,000 to a regional collaborative, consisting of a research institution or a small business located in at

least three eligible states, to address the needs of small businesses in order to: (1) be more competitive in the proposal

and selection process for SBIR and STTR Program awards, and (2) increase technology transfer and commercialization.

An eligible state is one:

in the bottom half of states, based on the average number of annual SBIR program awards made to companies in

the state for the preceding three years for which the SBA has applicable data, and

participating in the Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR) of the National Science

Foundation, as established by the National Science Foundation Authorization Act of 1988.

Each eligible EPSCoR state in a regional collaborative shall designate one eligible entity located in the state to serve as

its lead eligible entity. Each regional collaborative to designate a coordinator from amongst the eligible entities in the

collaborative, who shall serve as the interface between the regional collaborative and the SBA with respect to measuring

cross-state collaboration and program effectiveness and documenting best practices.

Each regional collaborative with an award under the pilot program may use its award funds to perform specified services

applicants for SBIR or STTR awards, including training and technical assistance.

Each federal agency required to conduct an SBIR Program must provide to the SBA 15% of its allocated SBIR funds set

aside for administrative purposes:

for the Pilot Program,

for the Federal and State Technology Partnership (FAST) Program, and

to support the SBA Office that administers the SBIR and the STTR Programs.

This bill provides funding for the Pilot Program through FY2017.

(Sec. 3) The bill also reauthorizes the FAST Program, including Mentoring Networks and the mentoring database,

through FY2017.



Actions Timeline

Dec 20, 2016: By Senator Vitter from Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship filed written report under
authority of the order of the Senate of 12/10/2016. Report No. 114-414.
Dec 3, 2015: Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship. Reported by Senator Vitter with an amendment in
the nature of a substitute. Without written report.
Dec 3, 2015: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 310.
Oct 7, 2015: Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship. Ordered to be reported with an amendment in the
nature of a substitute favorably.
Oct 6, 2015: Introduced in Senate
Oct 6, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship.
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