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HR 2024

Smartphone Theft Prevention Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015-2017, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications

Introduced: Apr 23, 2015

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Communications and Technology.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Communications and Technology. (Apr 24, 2015)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/2024

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Serrano, Jose E. [D-NY-15]
Party: Democratic + State: NY ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (4 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Grayson, Alan [D-FL-9] D-FL Apr 23, 2015
Rep. Jackson Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18] D-TX Apr 23, 2015
Rep. Vargas, Juan [D-CA-51] D:-CA Apr 23, 2015
Rep. Langevin, James R. [D-RI-2] DRI Apr 27, 2015
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Apr 24, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 S 1076 Identical bill Apr 23, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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Summary (as of Apr 23, 2015)

Smartphone Theft Prevention Act of 2015

Amends the Communications Act of 1934 to require commercial mobile service providers to make available on
smartphones, in coordination with smartphone manufacturers and operating system providers, a function that an account
holder may use remotely to: (1) delete or render inaccessible all information on the smartphone relating to the account
holder, (2) render the smartphone inoperable on the global networks of such service providers, (3) prevent reactivation or
reprogramming without a passcode or similar authorization after the smartphone has been rendered inoperable or has
been subject to an unauthorized factory reset, and (4) restore personal information from the smartphone onto a
compatible or interoperable device.

Requires service providers to ensure that smartphones: (1) prompt the account holder to enable such functions during
the initial setup process, and (2) allow only the account holder to opt out.

Prohibits a smartphone from being manufactured in the United States or imported into the United States for sale or resale
to the public, unless the smartphone is configured in such a manner that a service provider may comply with such
functionality requirements.

Prohibits service providers from charging a fee for making available such functions, the initial prompt, and the ability to
opt out.

Directs the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to establish a common national framework for smartphone anti-
theft measures to protect consumers.

Requires the FCC to determine whether this Act should apply to tablets with commercial mobile services.

Actions Timeline

e Apr 24, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Communications and Technology.
e Apr 23, 2015: Introduced in House
e Apr 23, 2015: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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