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Offshore Production and Energizing National Security Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015-2017, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Energy

Introduced: Sep 9, 2015

Current Status: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 217.

Latest Action: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 217. (Sep 9, 2015)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2011

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Murkowski, Lisa [R-AK]
Party: Republican < State: AK ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Reported Original Measure Sep 9, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Energy

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 S Related bill May 19, 2015: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 114-
1276 118.

114 S Related bill May 19, 2015: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 114-
1278 118.

114 S Related bill May 19, 2015: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 114-
1279 118.

114 S Related bill May 19, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. (Sponsor
1372 introductory remarks on measure: CR S3062-3063)
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Summary (as of Sep 9, 2015)

Offshore Production and Energizing National Security Act of 2015

This bill amends the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (OCSLA) to direct the Department of the Interior to make
available for oil and natural gas leasing, and conduct lease sales, including sales of the available unleased acreage,
within each outer Continental Shelf (OCS) planning area in the Gulf of Mexico considered to have the largest
undiscovered, technically recoverable oil and gas resources.

Interior must also make available for leasing under each five-year oil and gas leasing program any OCS planning area in
the Gulf of Mexico estimated to contain more than 2.5 billion barrels of oil or 7.5 trillion cubic feet of natural gas.

The bill also amends the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006 to:

¢ redefine "Military Mission Line" as the western border of the Eastern Planning Area in the Gulf of Mexico, and
e reduce the area subject to a moratorium on oil and gas leasing activities in the Eastern and Central Planning Areas
off Florida.

Interior shall implement the Proposed Final Outer Continental Shelf Oil & Gas Leasing Program (FY2017-FY2022) in
accordance with a specified schedule, and conduct lease sales in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico in accordance with another
prescribed schedule for FY2018-FY2020.

Florida shall be added, beginning in FY2017, to the list of Gulf producing states (currently Alabama, Louisiana,
Mississippi, and Texas), and the areas containing leases from which qualified revenues are derived shall be expanded to
include the Central and Western Planning Areas.

The bill revises requirements for the distribution of qualified OCS revenues (all rentals, royalties, bonus bids, and other
sums due and payable to the United States from leases).

The bill increases, for FY2018-FY2055, the amount of qualified OCS revenues available for distribution to Gulf producing
states.

Oil or natural gas exploration, development, or production on the OCS under a federal lease that would conflict with a
military operation are hereby prohibited.

Before publishing the programmatic environmental impact statement relating to any Proposed Final Outer Continental
Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program, a state shall have the option to enter into the offshore oil and gas leasing and
development program described in that proposed program in specified circumstances.

The Clean Air Act is amended to repeal the requirement that the Environmental Protection Agency establish
requirements to control air pollution from OCS sources located along the U.S. Gulf Coast off Florida to attain and
maintain federal and state ambient air quality standards.

The bill addresses the moratorium under the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 on the taking and importation of
marine mammals and marine mammal products, except under an incidental harassment authorization. The bill prescribes
deadlines for consideration by Interior of any request for incidental harassment authorization by a U.S. citizen who
engages in a specified activity (other than commercial fishing) within a specific geographic region.



The bill extends the period of continuous operation of production under an oil, gas, or sulphur lease during which certain
actions must be taken to renew the lease.

The Government Accountability Office shall estimate the costs of complying with major federal rules relating to offshore
energy development and production activities on the OCS.

Interior shall establish a Nearshore Beaufort Sea Planning Area in the OCS within three nautical miles of the seaward
boundary of Alaska, and conduct one oil and gas lease sale under the OCSLA in specified areas.

Oil and gas leases under the OCSLA shall have an initial 20-year lease period if they are located in the portion of the
Beaufort Planning Area or Chukchi Planning Area beyond three nautical miles of the seaward boundary of Alaska.

The OCSLA is amended to establish a scheme for revenue allocation between Treasury and the state of Alaska for
specified purposes.

Interior shall include in any leasing program for FY2023-FY2027 at least three lease sales in each of the Beaufort
Planning Area and the Chukchi Planning Area, as well as annual lease sales in the Nearshore Beaufort Sea Planning
Area and the Cook Inlet Planning Area.

Before conducting a lease sale that would offer leases within 30 nautical miles of the coastline, Interior shall consult with
the governor of each potentially affected state.

Interior shall include the South Atlantic planning area in the OCS leasing program for FY2017-FY2022.

No person may engage in any exploration, development, or production of oil or natural gas on the OCS under a lease
issued under this title that would conflict with any military operation, as determined in accordance with a specified
agreement between Interior and the Department of Defense.

The OCSLA is amended to direct Interior to deposit certain portions of qualified revenues into the general fund of the
Treasury and into a special Treasury account for allocation for specified purposes to states adjacent to the South Atlantic
Planning Area.

Acting through the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM), Interior shall partner with certain institutions of higher
education to facilitate the study of geological and geophysical sciences on the Atlantic OCS and elsewhere on the U.S.
Continental Shelf.

The BOEM Director shall establish an Atlantic regional office in an area of the OCS leasing program with the highest
potential for resource development.

Interior shall establish a grant program for specified activities to improve the resilience of Indian tribes to specified
challenges. The bill establishes the Tribal Resilience Fund.

Specified domestic crude oil or condensate may be exported without a federal license to countries not subject to U.S.
sanctions, but subject to export licensing requirements or other restrictions in the event of a national emergency or
national security.

The department in which the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) is operating shall analyze certain
proposed BSEE regulations and rules relating to offshore oil and gas operations and exploratory drilling activities on the
U.S. Arctic Continental Shelf.



Actions Timeline

e Sep 9, 2015: Introduced in Senate

e Sep 9, 2015: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Original measure reported to Senate by Senator Murkowski.
With written report No. 114-137. Minority views filed.

e Sep 9, 2015: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 217.
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