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SRES 20
A resolution limiting certain uses of the filibuster in the Senate to improve the legislative process.

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Congress
Introduced: Jan 6, 2015
Current Status: Submitted in the Senate. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under Over, Under the Rule. (Sponsor
Latest Action: Submitted in the Senate. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under Over, Under the Rule. (Sponsor
introductory remarks on measure: CR S23-24; text of measure as introduced: CR S22)  (Jan 6, 2015) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-resolution/20 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Udall, Tom [D-NM] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NM   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (7 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] D · CT Jan 6, 2015

Sen. Franken, Al [D-MN] D · MN Jan 6, 2015

Sen. Heinrich, Martin [D-NM] D · NM Jan 6, 2015

Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN] D · MN Jan 6, 2015

Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR] D · OR Jan 6, 2015

Sen. Shaheen, Jeanne [D-NH] D · NH Jan 6, 2015

Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] D · RI Jan 6, 2015

Committee Activity

No committee referrals or activity are recorded for this bill.

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Congress

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 SRES
120 

Related bill Mar 27, 2015: Referred to the Committee on Rules and Administration. (text of measure as introduced:
CR 3/26/2015 S2052-2053)
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Summary  (as of Jan 6, 2015) 

Amends Rule XXII (Precedence of Motions) of the Standing Rules of the Senate to limit, with exceptions, consideration of

a motion to proceed to the consideration of any debatable matter to not more than two hours, equally divided between,

and controlled by, the Majority Leader and the Minority Leader or their designees.

Considers cloture of debate to have been invoked upon affirmative vote on the question of closing debate by three-fifths

of Senators (two-thirds of those present and voting on a measure or motion to amend the Senate rules).

Makes it in order for the Majority Leader (or his or her designee), if the question on closing debate is decided in the

affirmative by a majority of Senators voting but less than three-fifths of the Senators duly chosen and sworn (or less than

two-thirds of the Senators voting, a quorum being present, in the case of a measure or motion to amend the Senate

rules), to initiate a period of extended debate, to begin one hour later, upon the measure, motion, or other matter pending

before the Senate, or the unfinished business, in relation to which the motion to close debate was offered.

Prescribes procedures applicable during such extended debate concerning: (1) the consideration of the measure, motion,

or other pending matter, or the unfinished business, as the unfinished business to the exclusion of all other business; (2)

the raising of a question about the presence of a quorum; (3) motions to adjourn or recess during such debate; (4) the

number of times a Senator may speak; (5) postponement of a vote by the Majority Leader; and (6) the effects upon

cloture if at any time no Senator seeks recognition.

Limits to two hours post-cloture debate on the question of advice and consent to a nomination other than one to a

position as Justice of the Supreme Court.

Amends Rule XXVIII (Conference Committees; Reports; Open Meetings) to make in order and limit to two hours

consideration of a nondivisible motion to: (1) disagree to a House amendment or insist upon a Senate amendment, (2)

request a committee of conference with the House or to agree to a House request for a committee of conference, and (3)

authorize the Presiding Officer to appoint conferees.

Amends Rule XXII (Precedence of Motions) to authorize either Leader, after debate has concluded but before final

disposition of the pending matter, to offer up to three leadership amendments if they have been timely filed and are

germane to the matter being amended. Limits debate on such an amendment to one hour equally divided. Prohibits a

leadership amendment from being divided.

Actions Timeline

Jan 6, 2015: Introduced in Senate
Jan 6, 2015: Submitted in the Senate. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under Over, Under the Rule. (Sponsor
introductory remarks on measure: CR S23-24; text of measure as introduced: CR S22)
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