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Caribbean QOil Spill Intervention, Prevention, and Preparedness Act

Congress: 114 (2015-2017, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Environmental Protection

Introduced: Aug 5, 2015

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (Sponsor introduc

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (Sponsor
introductory remarks on measure: CR S6391-6392) (Aug 5, 2015)

Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/1999

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Nelson, Bill [D-FL]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: FL ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity
Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Aug 5, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 S 405 Related bill Feb 9, 2015: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders.
Calendar No. 15.
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Summary (as of Aug 5, 2015)

Caribbean Oil Spill Intervention, Prevention, and Preparedness Act

This bill authorizes the Secretary of the department in which the Coast Guard is operating to act, without liability for
damage to any interested party, to prevent or respond to a grave and imminent threat of damage to U.S. waters,
coastline, or related interests from pollution of the sea by crude oil whenever an incident, activity, or occurrence involving
a vessel in waters beyond the U.S. territorial jurisdiction creates such a threat.

The Secretary must: (1) consult, through the Department of State, unless extreme urgency requires immediate action,
with the flag country of any vessel involved and other affected countries; and (2) take other specified actions
proportionate to the threat.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration shall develop and apply hydrodynamic modeling of the ocean
currents and meteorological modeling of the Straits of Florida.

The National Marine Sanctuaries Act is amended to direct the State Department to negotiate with Mexico, Cuba, and the
Bahamas for oil pollution prevention and response and protection of the marine resources of the Gulf of Mexico and
Straits of Florida.

The Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act is amended to prohibit the Department of the Interior from granting an oil or gas
lease to a bidder conducting operations in the territorial sea, on the continental shelf, or within the exclusive economic
zone of Cuba without submitting an oil spill response plan that includes one or more worst-case-scenario oil discharge
plans as well as evidence that the bidder has sufficient financial and other resources necessary for response to a worst-
case-scenario discharge.

The Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000 is amended to direct the Department of Commerce to carry out international
conservation activities for coral reef ecosystems in waters beyond theU.S. territorial jurisdiction in the Straits of Florida.

The Secretary:

¢ shall carry out an oil spill risk analysis and planning process for the development and implementation of response
plans for oil spills in the Straits of Florida and the Gulf of Mexico originating in waters beyond the U.S. territorial
jurisdiction, and

e may conduct a verification process to ensure that any companies operating in the United States that conduct
drilling operations off the coast of Cuba are subject to standards as stringent as those under the Outer Continental
Shelf Lands Act.

Actions Timeline

e Aug5, 2015: Introduced in Senate
e Aug5, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (Sponsor
introductory remarks on measure: CR S6391-6392)
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