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S 1864
Department of Homeland Security Border Security Metrics Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Immigration
Introduced: Jul 27, 2015
Current Status: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 255.
Latest Action: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 255.  (Oct 8, 2015) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/1864 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Johnson, Ron [R-WI] 
Party: Republican   •   State: WI   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Cornyn, John [R-TX] R · TX Jul 27, 2015

Sen. McCain, John [R-AZ] R · AZ Jul 27, 2015

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee Senate Reported By Oct 8, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Immigration

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 S 2943 Related bill Dec 23, 2016: Became Public Law No: 114-328.

114 S 2976 Related bill Jun 28, 2016: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 532.
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Summary  (as of Oct 8, 2015) 

Department of Homeland Security Border Security Metrics Act of 2015

(Sec. 3) This bill directs the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to develop and annually implement specified

metrics to measure the effectiveness of: (1) security between ports of entry; (2) security at ports of entry; (3) security in

the maritime environment; and (4) aviation assets and operations of the Office of Air and Marine of U.S. Customs and

Border Protection, including in detecting and apprehending subjects and in seizing illicit drugs. Such metrics shall be

informed by situational awareness, which is defined as knowledge and unified understanding of current unlawful cross-

border activity.

(Sec. 7) DHS shall: (1) make data related to apprehensions, inadmissible aliens, drug seizures, and other enforcement

actions available to the public, academic research, and law enforcement communities in accordance with applicable

privacy laws; (2) provide DHS's Office of Immigration Statistics with unfettered access to the data; (3) submit an annual

report containing such metrics and the data and methodology used to develop such metrics to specified congressional

committees and the Comptroller General; and (4) after submitting its final report, evaluate and update such metrics to

ensure that they meet DHS's performance management needs and are suitable to measure the effectiveness of border

security.

(Sec. 8) The Comptroller General shall submit a biennial report that analyzes the suitability and statistical validity of the

data and methodology contained in such DHS reports and that includes recommendations on: (1) the feasibility of other

suitable metrics for measuring the effectiveness of border security, and (2) improvements that need to be made to the

metrics being used to measure such effectiveness.

After the end of each fiscal year through FY2025, DHS must submit a "State of the Border" reportthat includes: (1) trends

for each metric under this Act for the last 10 years, and (2) selected analysis into related aspects of illegal flow rates.

Actions Timeline

Oct 8, 2015: Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs. Reported by Senator Johnson with an
amendment and an amendment to the title. With written report No. 114-152.
Oct 8, 2015: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 255.
Jul 29, 2015: Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs. Ordered to be reported without amendment
favorably.
Jul 27, 2015: Introduced in Senate
Jul 27, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.
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