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HR 1785
Voluntary Verification Program Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Energy
Introduced: Apr 14, 2015
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Power.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Power.  (Apr 17, 2015) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/1785 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Latta, Robert E. [R-OH-5] 
Party: Republican   •   State: OH   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (4 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Blackburn, Marsha [R-TN-7] R · TN Apr 14, 2015

Rep. Cooper, Jim [D-TN-5] D · TN Apr 14, 2015

Rep. Ellmers, Renee L. [R-NC-2] R · NC May 12, 2015

Rep. Mulvaney, Mick [R-SC-5] R · SC Jun 16, 2015

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Apr 17, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Energy

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 HR 2177 Related bill Aug 18, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy.
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Summary  (as of Apr 14, 2015) 

Voluntary Verification Program Act of 2015

This bill amends the Energy Policy and Conservation Act to require the Department of Energy (DOE) and the

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to rely on voluntary programs for certifying manufacturer compliance with energy

conservation performance standards and Energy Star specifications for consumer products and industrial equipment.

Consumer products are the following: central air conditioners and central air conditioning heat pumps, water heaters,

furnaces, direct heating equipment, and pool heaters.

Industrial equipment is the following: commercial package air conditioning and heating equipment, automatic commercial

ice makers, packaged terminal air-conditioners and packaged terminal heat pumps, warm air furnaces and packaged

boilers, and storage water heaters, instantaneous water heaters, and unfired hot water storage tanks.

The consumer products exclude those that are designed solely for use in recreational vehicles and other mobile

equipment.

DOE and the EPA must initiate a negotiated rulemaking to establish criteria, meeting certain minimum requirements, for

achieving recognition by DOE or the EPA as an approved voluntary verification program.

Neither DOE nor the EPA may require manufacturers that participate in a voluntary verification program to provide

information that can be obtained through the program. If a voluntary program subjects products to periodic verification

testing and provides test results to DOE or the EPA on request, DOE and the EPA may not subject participating

manufacturers that are in compliance with the program to additional testing to verify the accuracy of the performance

rating of the product or equipment.

Actions Timeline

Apr 17, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Power.
Apr 14, 2015: Introduced in House
Apr 14, 2015: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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