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HR 1779
Runaway and Homeless Youth and Trafficking Prevention Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Social Welfare
Introduced: Apr 14, 2015
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary Education.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary Education.  (Nov 16, 2015) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/1779 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Yarmuth, John A. [D-KY-3] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: KY   •   Chamber: House
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Cosponsors  (49 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Reichert, David G. [R-WA-8] R · WA Apr 14, 2015

Rep. Engel, Eliot L. [D-NY-16] D · NY Apr 21, 2015

Rep. Hastings, Alcee L. [D-FL-20] D · FL Apr 21, 2015

Rep. Beyer, Donald S., Jr. [D-VA-8] D · VA Apr 28, 2015

Rep. Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9] D · TN Apr 28, 2015

Rep. Doyle, Michael F. [D-PA-14] D · PA Apr 28, 2015

Rep. Lowenthal, Alan S. [D-CA-47] D · CA Apr 28, 2015

Rep. Moore, Gwen [D-WI-4] D · WI Apr 28, 2015

Rep. Rangel, Charles B. [D-NY-13] D · NY Apr 28, 2015

Rep. Sires, Albio [D-NJ-8] D · NJ Apr 28, 2015

Rep. Titus, Dina [D-NV-1] D · NV Apr 28, 2015

Rep. Walz, Timothy J. [D-MN-1] D · MN Apr 28, 2015

Rep. McDermott, Jim [D-WA-7] D · WA May 14, 2015

Del. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large] D · DC Jun 10, 2015

Rep. Blumenauer, Earl [D-OR-3] D · OR Jun 18, 2015

Rep. Garamendi, John [D-CA-3] D · CA Jun 18, 2015

Rep. DelBene, Suzan K. [D-WA-1] D · WA Jul 7, 2015

Rep. Quigley, Mike [D-IL-5] D · IL Jul 15, 2015

Rep. Lofgren, Zoe [D-CA-19] D · CA Jul 21, 2015

Rep. Green, Gene [D-TX-29] D · TX Jul 31, 2015

Rep. Chu, Judy [D-CA-27] D · CA Sep 10, 2015

Rep. Beatty, Joyce [D-OH-3] D · OH Sep 11, 2015

Rep. Larsen, Rick [D-WA-2] D · WA Sep 11, 2015

Rep. Nadler, Jerrold [D-NY-10] D · NY Sep 16, 2015

Rep. Peters, Scott H. [D-CA-52] D · CA Sep 16, 2015

Rep. Schakowsky, Janice D. [D-IL-9] D · IL Sep 16, 2015

Rep. Ellison, Keith [D-MN-5] D · MN Oct 1, 2015

Rep. Bass, Karen [D-CA-37] D · CA Oct 27, 2015

Rep. Duckworth, Tammy [D-IL-8] D · IL Nov 17, 2015

Rep. Jeffries, Hakeem S. [D-NY-8] D · NY Nov 30, 2015

Rep. Jolly, David W. [R-FL-13] R · FL Jan 13, 2016

Rep. Napolitano, Grace F. [D-CA-32] D · CA Jan 13, 2016

Rep. Ashford, Brad [D-NE-2] D · NE Mar 17, 2016

Rep. Davis, Danny K. [D-IL-7] D · IL Mar 17, 2016

Rep. Schiff, Adam B. [D-CA-28] D · CA Mar 17, 2016

Rep. Lewis, John [D-GA-5] D · GA Mar 23, 2016

Rep. Pascrell, Bill, Jr. [D-NJ-9] D · NJ Apr 14, 2016

Rep. Slaughter, Louise McIntosh [D-NY-25] D · NY Apr 14, 2016

Rep. Dingell, Debbie [D-MI-12] D · MI Apr 20, 2016

Rep. Kinzinger, Adam [R-IL-16] R · IL Apr 20, 2016

Rep. Levin, Sander M. [D-MI-9] D · MI Apr 26, 2016
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Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Maloney, Carolyn B. [D-NY-12] D · NY Apr 26, 2016

Rep. Meng, Grace [D-NY-6] D · NY Apr 26, 2016

Rep. Payne, Donald M., Jr. [D-NJ-10] D · NJ Apr 26, 2016

Rep. Frankel, Lois [D-FL-22] D · FL Apr 29, 2016

Rep. Lieu, Ted [D-CA-33] D · CA May 10, 2016

Rep. Welch, Peter [D-VT-At Large] D · VT May 12, 2016

Rep. Rush, Bobby L. [D-IL-1] D · IL Sep 7, 2016

Rep. DeSaulnier, Mark [D-CA-11] D · CA Sep 8, 2016

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Education and Workforce Committee House Referred to Nov 16, 2015

Judiciary Committee House Referred To Apr 14, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Social Welfare

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 HR
1115 

Related bill Apr 21, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations.

114 S 381 Related bill Feb 5, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

114 HR 246 Related bill Jan 28, 2015: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

114 S 262 Related bill Jan 27, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. (Sponsor introductory remarks
on measure: CR S544-545)
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Summary  (as of Apr 14, 2015) 

Runaway and Homeless Youth and Trafficking Prevention Act of 2015

Amends the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act to reauthorize it through FY2020, generally at FY2009 levels.

Modifies the Basic Center Grant (BCG) Program (for short-term emergency shelter and family reunification services to

runaway and homeless youth) to require local centers to provide safe shelter and services, including trauma-informed

services, for runaway and homeless youth, and (if appropriate) services for their families, including individuals they

identify as family.

Extends the maximum stay in a BCG shelter from 21 to 30 days, and requires a shelter to provide suicide prevention

services.

Allows shelter services to include: (1) trauma-informed and gender-responsive services for runaway or homeless youth,

including victims of trafficking in persons or sexual exploitation; and (2) an assessment of family engagement in support

and reunification (if appropriate), interventions, and services for parents or legal guardians of such youth, or individuals

they identify as family.

Revises plan applicant record keeping requirements.

Requires plan applicants to: (1) provide age, gender, and culturally and linguistically appropriate services to the extent

practicable to runaway youth; and (2) assist youth in completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid.

Revises the Transitional Living Grant (TLG) Program (for longer-term residential services, life skills, education, and

employment support to older homeless youth) to require information and counseling services in basic life skills to be age,

gender, and linguistically appropriate to the extent practicable..

Requires TLG plan applicants to provide suicide prevention services, counseling to homeless youth, and aftercare

services.

Requires a TLG plan to ensure proper referral of homeless youth to mental health services, including programs providing

wrap-around services to victims of trafficking in persons or sexual exploitation.

Requires plan applicants to provide age, gender, and culturally and linguistically appropriate services to the extent

practicable that address the needs of homeless and street youth.

Revises requirements for the coordination of activities among federal agencies, grants for technical assistance and

training, and grants for research, evaluation, demonstration, and service projects.

Revises the sexual abuse prevention program to authorize the Secretary of Health and Human Services to make grants

to public agencies (as well as nonprofit private agencies, as under current law) to provide street-based services to

runaway and homeless, and street youth who have been subjected to, or are at risk of being subjected to, sexual abuse,

violence, trafficking in persons, or sexual exploitation.

Prohibits any person in the United States, on the basis of actual or perceived race, color, religion, national origin, sex,

gender identity, sexual orientation, or disability, from being excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or

subject to discrimination under any program or activity funded in whole or in part under such Act. Makes an exception to



this prohibition if sex segregation or sex-specific programming is necessary to the essential operation of a program.

Amends the Missing Children's Assistance Act to require the annual grant of the Administrator of the Office of Juvenile

Justice and Delinquency Prevention to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children to be used to operate a

cyber tipline to provide online users and electronic service providers an effective means of reporting Internet-related child

sexual exploitation in the areas of child sex trafficking (currently, child prostitution).

Amends the Crime Control Act of 1990 to:

require a missing child report to include a recent photograph of the child, if available;

reduce from 60 to 30 days after the original entry of such a report into the state law enforcement system and the

National Crime Information Center (NCIC) computer networks the deadline for the law enforcement agency that

entered the report to verify and update the record with any additional information;

require that law enforcement agency to maintain close liaison with state and local welfare systems; and

require it also to grant permission to the NCIC Terminal Contractor for the state to update the missing person

record in the NCIC computer networks with additional information learned during the investigation.

Actions Timeline

Nov 16, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary Education.
Apr 14, 2015: Introduced in House
Apr 14, 2015: Referred to the Committee on Education and the Workforce, and in addition to the Committee on the
Judiciary, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions
as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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