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S 1641
Jason Simcakoski Memorial Opioid Safety Act

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security
Introduced: Jun 22, 2015
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs. (Sponsor introductory remarks on meas
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs. (Sponsor introductory remarks on
measure: CR S4539)  (Jun 22, 2015) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/1641 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Baldwin, Tammy [D-WI] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: WI   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (20 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] D · CT Jun 22, 2015

Sen. Brown, Sherrod [D-OH] D · OH Jun 22, 2015

Sen. Capito, Shelley Moore [R-WV] R · WV Jun 22, 2015

Sen. Hirono, Mazie K. [D-HI] D · HI Jun 22, 2015

Sen. Johnson, Ron [R-WI] R · WI Jun 22, 2015

Sen. Kaine, Tim [D-VA] D · VA Jun 22, 2015

Sen. Manchin, Joe, III [D-WV] D · WV Jun 22, 2015

Sen. Markey, Edward J. [D-MA] D · MA Jun 22, 2015

Sen. Moran, Jerry [R-KS] R · KS Jun 22, 2015

Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA] D · WA Jun 22, 2015

Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT] I · VT Jun 22, 2015

Sen. Tester, Jon [D-MT] D · MT Jun 22, 2015

Sen. Durbin, Richard J. [D-IL] D · IL Jun 25, 2015

Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN] D · MN Jul 13, 2015

Sen. Franken, Al [D-MN] D · MN Jul 23, 2015

Sen. Warner, Mark R. [D-VA] D · VA Oct 8, 2015

Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D · NY Jan 28, 2016

Sen. McCaskill, Claire [D-MO] D · MO Feb 22, 2016

Sen. Kirk, Mark Steven [R-IL] R · IL Feb 29, 2016

Sen. Feinstein, Dianne [D-CA] D · CA Mar 16, 2016

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Veterans' Affairs Committee Senate Referred To Jun 22, 2015
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Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.



Summary  (as of Jun 22, 2015) 

Jason Simcakoski Memorial Opioid Safety Act

This bill directs the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and the Department of Defense (DOD) to jointly update the

VA/DOD Clinical Practice Guideline for Management of Opioid Therapy for Chronic Pain, including guidelines regarding:

prescribing opioids for outpatient treatment of chronic, non-cancer pain;

contraindications for opioid therapy;

treatment of patients with post-traumatic stress disorder, psychiatric disorders, or a history of substance abuse or

addiction;

case management for patients transitioning between inpatient and outpatient health care;

routine and random urine drug tests to help prevent substance abuse; and

options to augment opioid therapy with other clinical and complementary and integrative health services to

minimize opioid dependence.

The VA shall:

expand the Opioid Safety Initiative to include all VA medical facilities, including providing employees with pain

management training, and establishment of pain management teams;

track and monitor opioid use, including through the use of state program information;

increase the availability of Food and Drug Administration-approved opioid receptor antagonists;

modify the Computerized Patient Record System to ensure that any health care provider that accesses a veteran's

record will be immediately notified whether the veteran is receiving opioid therapy and has a history of substance

use disorder or opioid abuse;

establish a Pain Management Board in each Veterans Integrated Service Network;

conduct a feasibility study for a program under which veterans at risk for prescription drug abuse receive

prescription drugs only from certain VA pharmacies;

establish the Office of Patient Advocacy;

expand research and education on, and delivery and integration of, complementary and integrative health services

into veterans' health care services, including services provided to veterans with mental health or chronic

conditions;

assess the feasibility of using wellness programs to complement pain management and related health care

services to veterans and their families;

carry out a program of internal audits to improve health care services to veterans and their families; and

provide to the medical board of each state in which a VA health care provider is licensed information about such

provider's medical license violations.

A working group on pain management and opioid therapy for individuals receiving VA or DOD health care is established

within the Health Executive Committee of the VA-DOD Joint Executive Committee.

The Government Accountability Office shall report to Congress on the VA's: (1) Opioid Safety Initiative and the opioid

prescribing practices of VA health care providers, and (2) the Patient Advocacy Program.

The VA shall request from the medical board of each state in which a prospective health care provider has a medical

license: (1) information on medical license violations during the past 20 years, and (2) information on whether the health

care provider has entered into any settlement agreement for a medical-related disciplinary charge.



Actions Timeline

Jun 22, 2015: Introduced in Senate
Jun 22, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs. (Sponsor introductory remarks on
measure: CR S4539)
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