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S 156
Energy Consumers Relief Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Environmental Protection
Introduced: Jan 13, 2015
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.  (Jan 13, 2015) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/156 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Cassidy, Bill [R-LA] 
Party: Republican   •   State: LA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (1 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Heller, Dean [R-NV] R · NV Jan 13, 2015

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Environment and Public Works Committee Senate Referred To Jan 13, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 HR 3682 Related bill Sep 30, 2016: Referred to the Subcommittee on Research and Technology.

114 HR 4035 Related bill Nov 20, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Power.
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Summary  (as of Jan 13, 2015) 

Energy Consumers Relief Act of 2015

This bill requires the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to submit a report to Congress and the Department of

Energy (DOE) before promulgating a final rule that regulates any aspect of the production, supply, distribution, or use of

energy and that is estimated by the EPA or the Office of Management and Budget to impose aggregate costs of more

than $1 billion. The report must contain: (1) an estimate of the total costs and benefits of the rule, (2) an estimate of the

increases in energy prices that may result from implementation or enforcement of the rule, and (3) a detailed description

of the employment effects that may result from implementation or enforcement of the rule.

DOE must: (1) prepare an independent analysis to determine whether the rule will cause any increase in energy prices

for consumers, any impact on fuel diversity of the nation's electricity generation portfolio or on electric reliability, or any

adverse effect on energy supply, distribution, or use; and (2) determine whether the rule will cause significant adverse

effects to the economy and publish the determination.

The EPA may not promulgate the final rule if DOE determines that the rule will cause significant adverse effects to the

economy.

The EPA may not use the social cost of carbon in any cost-benefit analysis relating to an energy-related rule estimated to

cost more than $1 billion unless a federal law is enacted authorizing such use. The social cost of carbon is an estimate of

the monetized damages associated with an incremental increase in carbon dioxide emissions in a given year.

Actions Timeline

Jan 13, 2015: Introduced in Senate
Jan 13, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.
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