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HR 1496
To amend title 38, United States Code, to improve the access to child care for certain veterans receiving health
care at a facility of the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security
Introduced: Mar 19, 2015
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.  (Apr 7, 2015) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/1496 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Higgins, Brian [D-NY-26] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NY   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (11 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Israel, Steve [D-NY-3] D · NY Mar 19, 2015

Rep. Rangel, Charles B. [D-NY-13] D · NY Apr 14, 2015

Del. Bordallo, Madeleine Z. [D-GU-At Large] D · GU Apr 15, 2015

Rep. Rice, Kathleen M. [D-NY-4] D · NY Apr 21, 2015

Rep. Sinema, Kyrsten [D-AZ-9] D · AZ Apr 21, 2015

Rep. Lawrence, Brenda L. [D-MI-14] D · MI Apr 23, 2015

Rep. Beatty, Joyce [D-OH-3] D · OH May 13, 2015

Rep. Lofgren, Zoe [D-CA-19] D · CA May 14, 2015

Rep. Peters, Scott H. [D-CA-52] D · CA May 19, 2015

Rep. DeSaulnier, Mark [D-CA-11] D · CA Jun 9, 2015

Rep. Napolitano, Grace F. [D-CA-32] D · CA Sep 8, 2015

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Veterans' Affairs Committee House Referred to Apr 7, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security
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Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 HR 3365 Related bill Nov 23, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Military Personnel.

114 S 469 Related bill Jun 24, 2015: Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 114-186.

114 HR 1948 Related bill May 11, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.

Summary  (as of Mar 19, 2015) 

Directs the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), beginning January 1, 2016, to provide assistance to qualified veterans to

obtain child care so that such veterans can receive health care services at a VA health care facility during the time such a

veteran requires travel to and return from such facility.

Defines "qualified veteran" as a veteran who is the primary caretaker of a child and is: (1) receiving from the VA regular

mental health care services, intensive mental health care services, or other intensive health care services such that the

VA determines that providing assistance to the veteran to obtain child care would improve the veteran's access to such

services, or (2) in need of regular or intensive mental health care services from the VA and, but for lack of child care

services, would receive such health care services from the VA.

Includes among child care assistance under this Act:

stipends for the payment of child care offered by licensed child care centers which shall be modeled after the VA's

Child Care Subsidy Program;

direct provision of child care at an on-site VA facility;

payments to private child care agencies; and

collaboration with facilities or programs of other federal departments or agencies.

Directs the VA to carry out this Act using funds made available to the VA facility that provides the health care services for

which the child care assistance is provided.

Actions Timeline

Apr 7, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Mar 19, 2015: Introduced in House
Mar 19, 2015: Referred to the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
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