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HR 1269
Rafael Ramos and Wenjian Liu National Blue Alert Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Crime and Law Enforcement
Introduced: Mar 4, 2015
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations.  (Mar 31,
2015) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/1269 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Reichert, David G. [R-WA-8] 
Party: Republican   •   State: WA   •   Chamber: House
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Cosponsors  (28 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. King, Peter T. [R-NY-2] R · NY Mar 4, 2015

Rep. Pascrell, Bill, Jr. [D-NJ-9] D · NJ Mar 4, 2015

Resident Commissioner Pierluisi, Pedro R. [D-PR-At Large] D · PR Mar 4, 2015

Rep. Poe, Ted [R-TX-2] R · TX Mar 18, 2015

Rep. Wittman, Robert J. [R-VA-1] R · VA Mar 19, 2015

Rep. Fitzpatrick, Michael G. [R-PA-8] R · PA Mar 23, 2015

Rep. Pearce, Stevan [R-NM-2] R · NM Mar 23, 2015

Rep. Posey, Bill [R-FL-8] R · FL Mar 23, 2015

Rep. Nugent, Richard B. [R-FL-11] R · FL Mar 24, 2015

Rep. Sensenbrenner, F. James, Jr. [R-WI-5] R · WI Mar 24, 2015

Rep. Engel, Eliot L. [D-NY-16] D · NY Mar 26, 2015

Rep. Forbes, J. Randy [R-VA-4] R · VA Mar 26, 2015

Rep. LoBiondo, Frank A. [R-NJ-2] R · NJ Mar 26, 2015

Rep. Chu, Judy [D-CA-27] D · CA Apr 15, 2015

Rep. Comstock, Barbara [R-VA-10] R · VA Apr 15, 2015

Rep. DelBene, Suzan K. [D-WA-1] D · WA Apr 15, 2015

Rep. Frelinghuysen, Rodney P. [R-NJ-11] R · NJ Apr 15, 2015

Rep. Newhouse, Dan [R-WA-4] R · WA Apr 15, 2015

Rep. Payne, Donald M., Jr. [D-NJ-10] D · NJ Apr 15, 2015

Rep. Sires, Albio [D-NJ-8] D · NJ Apr 15, 2015

Rep. Lofgren, Zoe [D-CA-19] D · CA Apr 17, 2015

Rep. McMorris Rodgers, Cathy [R-WA-5] R · WA Apr 21, 2015

Rep. Johnson, Bill [R-OH-6] R · OH Apr 23, 2015

Rep. Cicilline, David N. [D-RI-1] D · RI Apr 27, 2015

Rep. Jeffries, Hakeem S. [D-NY-8] D · NY Apr 28, 2015

Rep. Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9] D · TN May 5, 2015

Rep. Conyers, John, Jr. [D-MI-13] D · MI May 12, 2015

Rep. Jackson Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18] D · TX May 12, 2015

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee House Referred to Mar 31, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Crime and Law Enforcement

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 S 665 Identical bill May 19, 2015: Became Public Law No: 114-12.
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Summary  (as of Mar 4, 2015) 

Rafael Ramos and Wenjian Liu National Blue Alert Act of 2015

Directs the Attorney General to: (1) establish a national Blue Alert communications network within the Department of

Justice (DOJ) to issue Blue Alerts through the initiation, facilitation, and promotion of Blue Alert plans for the

dissemination of information received as a Blue Alert, in coordination with states, local governments, and law

enforcement agencies; and (2) assign an existing DOJ officer to act as the national coordinator of the network.

Defines "Blue Alert" as information sent through the network relating to: (1) the serious injury or death of a law

enforcement officer in the line of duty, (2) an officer who is missing in connection with the officer's official duties, or (3) an

imminent and credible threat that an individual intends to cause the serious injury or death of a law enforcement officer.

Sets forth the duties of the national coordinator, including:

providing assistance to states and local governments that are using Blue Alert plans;

establishing voluntary guidelines for states and local governments to use in developing such plans;

developing protocols for efforts to apprehend suspects;

working with states to ensure appropriate regional coordination of various elements of the network;

establishing an advisory group to assist states, local governments, law enforcement agencies, and other entities in

initiating, facilitating, and promoting Blue Alert plans;

acting as the nationwide point of contact for the development of the network and the regional coordination of Blue

Alerts through the network; and

determining what procedures and practices are in use for notifying law enforcement and the public of a Blue Alert

and which procedures and practices are effective and do not require the expenditure of additional resources to

implement.

Requires the guidelines to: (1) provide that appropriate information relating to a Blue Alert is disseminated to officials of

law enforcement, public health, and other agencies; (2) provide mechanisms that ensure that Blue Alerts comply with all

applicable federal, state, and local privacy laws and regulations; and (3) include standards that specifically provide for the

protection of the civil liberties of law enforcement officers and their families.

Directs the coordinator to report annually on the coordinator's activities and the effectiveness and status of the Blue Alert

plans that are in effect or being developed.

Actions Timeline

Mar 31, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations.
Mar 4, 2015: Introduced in House
Mar 4, 2015: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
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