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S 1245

Protecting Communities and Police Act of 2015

Congress: 114 (2015-2017, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Crime and Law Enforcement

Introduced: May 7, 2015

Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. (May 7, 2015)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/1245

Sponsor

Name: Sen. McCaskill, Claire [D-MO]
Party: Democratic + State: MO ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee Senate Referred To May 7, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Crime and Law Enforcement

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
114 HR 2326 Related hill Aug 13, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Readiness.
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Summary (as of May 7, 2015)

Protecting Communities and Police Act of 2015

This bill directs the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the Defense Logistics Agency, and the
Department of Justice (DOJ) to jointly appoint a task force to determine the appropriateness of the use of certain military
equipment by state and local law enforcement agencies.

The bill amends the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to require FEMA, in consultation with the task force established by
this Act, to: (1) assess the appropriateness of items on FEMA's Authorized Equipment List for use by law enforcement
agencies in counterterrorism activities, (2) designate items on the List that may be purchased by law enforcement
agencies, (3) review the List every five years, and (4) publish the List on the website of the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) and in the Federal Register.

The bill defines certain items on the List as either prohibited or restricted items that a local law enforcement agency
cannot purchase or use without FEMA authorization or the approval of the law enforcement agency's governing body.
The law enforcement agency must submit a needs justification statement with any request for the purchase of a restricted
item. The bill also sets forth training and certification requirements for local law enforcement agencies on the use of
restricted items.

The bill limits law enforcement agencies with fewer than 10 full-time law enforcement officers to one tactical military
vehicle unless the agency has in place a joint-use agreement with another agency and serves as the procuring agency
under the agreement. Similarly, small Special Weapons and Tactics teams (SWAT teams) consisting of fewer than 17
sworn law enforcement officers (35 if more than one law enforcement agency is involved) cannot purchase restricted
items.

Law enforcement agencies that are under DOJ consent decrees for civil rights abuses or excessive use of force are
prohibited from buying restricted items without DOJ approval.

The bill establishes priorities for transfers of Department of Defense military equipment to other federal agencies ahead
of state and local law enforcement agencies.

The bill amends the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to limit the use of grant funds under the
Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant Program for the purchase of military equipment by state and local law
enforcement agencies. The bill requires DOJ to create and make publicly available: (1) a list of prohibited items that may
not be purchased by a law enforcement agency using Byrne grant funds unless necessary to prevent a threat to national
security, and (2) a list of special justice items that are suitable for certain uses by law enforcement agencies.

This bill requires: (1) law enforcement agencies that purchase equipment for SWAT teams to publish training records for
such teams; (2) states to establish whistle blower protections and public complaint hot lines for reporting misuse of any
military equipment purchased with Byrne grant funds; and (3) grant funds to be allocated for the purchase of body
cameras, dashboard cameras, gun cameras, and related costs.

DOJ must: (1) collect and analyze data on the use of SWAT teams by federal, state, local, and tribal law enforcement
agencies; and (2) publish and report on such data.

The bill also amends the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to require DHS, through the Federal Law Enforcement Training
Center, to conduct programs to certify instructors to conduct training courses on law enforcement tactics for state, local,



and tribal law enforcement agencies.

Actions Timeline

e May 7, 2015: Introduced in Senate
e May 7, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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