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HR 1159
Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy Act

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: International Affairs
Introduced: Feb 27, 2015
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific.  (Mar 20, 2015) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/1159 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Smith, Christopher H. [R-NJ-4] 
Party: Republican   •   State: NJ   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (8 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Engel, Eliot L. [D-NY-16] D · NY Feb 27, 2015

Rep. Lipinski, Daniel [D-IL-3] D · IL Feb 27, 2015

Rep. Rohrabacher, Dana [R-CA-48] R · CA Feb 27, 2015

Rep. Jenkins, Lynn [R-KS-2] R · KS Apr 13, 2015

Rep. Levin, Sander M. [D-MI-9] D · MI Apr 13, 2015

Rep. Pompeo, Mike [R-KS-4] R · KS Apr 13, 2015

Rep. Yoder, Kevin [R-KS-3] R · KS May 1, 2015

Rep. Hultgren, Randy [R-IL-14] R · IL May 15, 2015

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Foreign Affairs Committee House Referred to Mar 20, 2015

Foreign Affairs Committee House Referred to Mar 20, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

International Affairs

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 S 3469 Related bill Nov 16, 2016: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations.
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Summary  (as of Feb 27, 2015) 

Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy Act

Amends the United States-Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992 to direct the Secretary of State to report to Congress on

conditions in Hong Kong that are of U.S. interest by March 31, 2015, and annually thereafter for 10 years or until the

Secretary certifies that Hong Kong has held free and fair elections for 2 consecutive Chief Executive and 2 consecutive

Legislative Council periods.

Directs the Secretary to certify to Congress annually whether Hong Kong is sufficiently autonomous to justify separate

treatment different from that accorded to China in any new laws, agreements, treaties, or arrangements entered into

between the United States and Hong Kong.

Authorizes the President to waive this certification requirement if: (1) waiver is in the U.S. national interest, and (2)

Congress is given a justification of the waiver on or before the date it takes effect.

Actions Timeline

Mar 20, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, Global Human Rights and International
Organizations.
Mar 20, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific.
Feb 27, 2015: Introduced in House
Feb 27, 2015: Referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs.
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