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S 1149
A bill to amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act to require reporting of certain data by providers and
suppliers of air ambulance services for purposes of reforming reimbursements for such services under the
Medicare program, and for other purposes.

Congress: 114 (2015–2017, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: Apr 30, 2015
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.  (Apr 30, 2015) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/1149 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Vitter, David [R-LA] 
Party: Republican   •   State: LA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (6 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Bennet, Michael F. [D-CO] D · CO Apr 30, 2015

Sen. Gardner, Cory [R-CO] R · CO Apr 30, 2015

Sen. Scott, Tim [R-SC] R · SC Apr 30, 2015

Sen. Kirk, Mark Steven [R-IL] R · IL Jun 22, 2015

Sen. Capito, Shelley Moore [R-WV] R · WV Nov 3, 2015

Sen. Boozman, John [R-AR] R · AR Apr 21, 2016

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To Apr 30, 2015

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

114 HR 822 Related bill Feb 27, 2015: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
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Summary  (as of Apr 30, 2015) 

This bill amends title XVIII (Medicare) of the Social Security Act to direct the Secretary of Health and Human Services,

with respect to air ambulance services furnished during 2017 or any subsequent year, to reduce the mandatory

percentage increase (inflation adjustment) for payments under the fee schedule by 2.0% for any supplier or provider that

fails to submit to the Secretary specified data.

The Secretary is required to select at least two quality measures with respect to which such providers and suppliers may

voluntarily submit such data.

The Government Accountability Office is required to report to Congress on all such data, together with a recommendation

on the adequate amount of Medicare reimbursement to providers and suppliers that would reflect their operational costs

and preserve access to critical air medical services.

The Secretary is required, in the case of air ambulance services furnished during calendar 2017 through 2021 to make a

percentage increase in the base rate of the fee schedule: (1) by 20% during 2017, and (2) by 5% during 2018-2020.

The Secretary must also, for 2017 through 2020, adjust such percentages, by either increasing or reducing them (but in

no case below zero) to ensure that the increased expenditures under this Act are equal to the reduced expenditures.

Actions Timeline

Apr 30, 2015: Introduced in Senate
Apr 30, 2015: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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