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S 996
A bill to improve the National Flood Insurance Program, and for other purposes.

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Emergency Management
Introduced: May 21, 2013
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.  (May 21, 2013) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/996 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Landrieu, Mary L. [D-LA] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: LA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [D-NY] D · NY May 22, 2013

Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D · NY May 22, 2013

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee Senate Referred To May 21, 2013

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Emergency Management

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

113 HR
1035 

Related bill Mar 13, 2013: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.
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Summary  (as of May 21, 2013) 

Amends the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 to repeal the prohibition against provision of flood insurance by the

Administrator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to prospective insureds at rates less than

standard estimates for property purchased after enactment of the Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2012

(Biggert-Waters). (Thus allows risk premium rates lower than standard rates for certain property purchased after Biggert-

Waters.)

Delays the effective date of any flood insurance rate changes until 180 days after FEMA submits: (1) a certain report on

methods to establish an affordability framework for the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), or (2) notice to the

congressional committees concerned of an alternative method of gathering information for such report if the report cannot

be submitted by its due date.

Directs FEMA to study options, methods, and implementing strategies for making available voluntary community-based

flood insurance policies through NFIP.

Prohibits FEMA, when determining whether a community has made adequate progress on the construction,

reconstruction, or improvement of a flood protection system, from considering the level of federal funding or participation.

Deems an action for the repair, restoration, and replacement of a totally destroyed structure or facility located in a coastal

high hazard area for which an eligible entity received a contribution under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and

Emergency Assistance Act to be a "substantial improvement" for which grant funds may be used, if specified conditions

are met.

Requires a replacement structure or facility to be relocated to an alternative site if FEMA determines that a practicable

alternative located outside the coastal high hazard area exists and provides better protection against hazards associated

with coastal high hazard areas.

Prescribes deed restrictions to dedicate and maintain it in perpetuity as open space for the conservation of natural

floodplain functions for any property involved in the construction of replacement structures or facilities, either the original

site if the replacement structure or facility is relocated, or an alternative parcel of land in the coastal high hazard area if

the replacement is rebuilt at the same location.

Actions Timeline

May 21, 2013: Introduced in Senate
May 21, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.
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