
LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.

Bill Fact Sheet – December 12, 2025
https://legilist.com

Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/113/s/955

S 955
Family Health Care Accessibility Act of 2013

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: May 15, 2013
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.  (May 15, 2013) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/955 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Thune, John [R-SD] 
Party: Republican   •   State: SD   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (7 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA] D · PA May 15, 2013

Sen. Blunt, Roy [R-MO] R · MO May 16, 2013

Sen. Boozman, John [R-AR] R · AR May 21, 2013

Sen. Wicker, Roger F. [R-MS] R · MS Jun 12, 2013

Sen. Ayotte, Kelly [R-NH] R · NH Jun 24, 2013

Sen. Isakson, Johnny [R-GA] R · GA Sep 9, 2013

Sen. Kirk, Mark Steven [R-IL] R · IL Oct 11, 2013

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To May 15, 2013

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

113 HR 3717 Related bill Apr 3, 2014: Subcommittee Hearings Held.

113 HR 2703 Related bill Jul 19, 2013: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
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Summary  (as of May 15, 2013) 

Family Health Care Accessibility Act of 2013 - Amends the Public Health Service Act to deem a health professional

volunteer providing primary health care to an individual at a community health center to be an employee of the Public

Health Service for purposes of any civil action that may arise from providing services to patients. Sets forth conditions for

such liability protection, including: (1) the service is provided to the individual at a community health center or through

offsite programs or events carried out by such center; and (2) the health care practitioner does not receive any

compensation for providing the service, except repayment for reasonable expenses.

Considers an entity as sponsoring the health care practitioner if the entity submits an application to the Secretary of

Health and Human Services (HHS), and the Secretary determines that the health care practitioner is deemed to be an

employee of the Public Health Service.

Requires the Attorney General to submit to Congress an estimate of the amount of claims (together with related fees and

expenses of witnesses) that, by reason of the actions or omissions of health professional volunteers, will be paid

pursuant to this Act annually. Requires the Secretary to transfer such estimated amount from the claims fund to the

appropriate accounts in the Treasury, subject to the extent of amounts in the fund.

Makes this Act effective on October 1, 2013.

Actions Timeline

May 15, 2013: Introduced in Senate
May 15, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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