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S 809
Genetically Engineered Food Right-to-Know Act

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: Apr 24, 2013
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.  (Apr 24, 2013) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/809 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: CA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (17 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Begich, Mark [D-AK] D · AK Apr 24, 2013

Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] D · CT Apr 24, 2013

Sen. Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [D-NY] D · NY Apr 24, 2013

Sen. Heinrich, Martin [D-NM] D · NM Apr 24, 2013

Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR] D · OR Apr 24, 2013

Sen. Murkowski, Lisa [R-AK] R · AK Apr 24, 2013

Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT] I · VT Apr 24, 2013

Sen. Schatz, Brian [D-HI] D · HI Apr 24, 2013

Sen. Tester, Jon [D-MT] D · MT Apr 24, 2013

Sen. Feinstein, Dianne [D-CA] D · CA May 7, 2013

Sen. Mikulski, Barbara A. [D-MD] D · MD May 21, 2013

Sen. Leahy, Patrick J. [D-VT] D · VT Jul 31, 2013

Sen. Shaheen, Jeanne [D-NH] D · NH Jul 31, 2013

Sen. Warren, Elizabeth [D-MA] D · MA Nov 4, 2013

Sen. Murphy, Christopher [D-CT] D · CT Jan 13, 2014

Sen. Booker, Cory A. [D-NJ] D · NJ Jul 31, 2014

Sen. Reed, Jack [D-RI] D · RI Sep 16, 2014

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To Apr 24, 2013
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Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

113 HR 1699 Identical bill Apr 26, 2013: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.

Summary  (as of Apr 24, 2013) 

Genetically Engineered Food Right-to-Know Act - Amends the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to deem

misbranded any food that has been genetically engineered or contains one or more genetically engineered ingredients,

unless such information is clearly disclosed.

Exempts from this requirement any food that: (1) is served in restaurants or other similar eating establishments, (2) is a

medical food, (3) would be subject to such requirement solely because it was produced using a genetically engineered

vaccine, or (4) would be subject to such requirement solely because it includes the use of a genetically engineered

processing aid (including yeast) or enzyme.

Defines "genetically engineered" as a material intended for human consumption that is: (1) an organism produced

through the intentional use of genetic engineering, or (2) the progeny of intended sexual or asexual reproduction (or both)

of one or more organisms that is the product of genetic engineering.

Defines "genetically engineered ingredient" as an ingredient in a food that is derived from any part of an organism that

has been genetically engineered, without regard to whether: (1) the altered molecular or cellular characteristics of the

organism are detectable in the material, and (2) the organism is capable for use as human food.

Excludes from penalties for misbranding of genetically engineered food or ingredients any recipient that establishes a

guaranty or undertaking that: (1) is signed by, and contains the name and address of, a person residing in the United

States from whom the recipient received the food in good faith (including the receipt of seeds to grow raw agricultural

commodities); and (2) contains a statement to the effect that the food is not genetically engineered or does not contain a

genetically engineered ingredient.

Applies this exclusion from penalties without regard to the manner in which the recipient uses the food.

Excludes an agricultural producer also from such penalties when a violation occurs because food the producer has

grown, raised, or otherwise produced, which neither contains nor was produced with a genetically engineered material, is

subsequently contaminated with a food that does contain or was produced with a genetically engineered material, and

the agricultural producer has not intended any such contamination nor was negligent in the matter.

Actions Timeline

Apr 24, 2013: Introduced in Senate
Apr 24, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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