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S 792
Explosive Materials Background Check Act

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Crime and Law Enforcement
Introduced: Apr 23, 2013
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.  (Apr 23, 2013) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/792 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Lautenberg, Frank R. [D-NJ] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NJ   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D · NY May 6, 2013

Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] D · RI May 6, 2013

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee Senate Referred To Apr 23, 2013

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Crime and Law Enforcement

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

113 HR 2836 Identical bill Jul 25, 2013: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
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Summary  (as of Apr 23, 2013) 

Explosive Materials Background Check Act - Amends federal criminal code provisions governing the importation,

manufacture, distribution, and storage of explosive materials to: (1) include smokeless powder and black powder

substitute within the definition of an "explosive" to which such provisions apply; (2) revise the definition of "manufacturer"

to mean any person engaged in manufacturing (currently, in the business of manufacturing) explosive materials; and (3)

delete the exemption for commercially manufactured black powder in quantities of less than fifty pounds.

Prohibits knowingly distributing explosive materials to any person who: (1) is subject to a court order (issued after a

hearing meeting specified requirements) that restrains such person from harassing, stalking, or threatening an intimate

partner or a child of such intimate partner or person or from engaging in other conduct that would place an intimate

partner in reasonable fear of bodily injury to the partner or child; (2) has been convicted in any court of a misdemeanor

crime of domestic violence; or (3) the Attorney General has determined is an individual known or appropriately suspected

to be or have been engaged in, conduct constituting or related to terrorism or providing material support or resources for

terrorism and the Attorney General has a reasonable belief that such person may use explosives in connection with

terrorism. Makes it unlawful for any such person to ship or transport any explosive in or affecting interstate or foreign

commerce or to receive or possess any explosive that has been shipped or transported in or affecting interstate or foreign

commerce.

Exempts a limited explosives material permit holder who certifies that the permit will only be used to purchase black

powder, black powder substitute, and smokeless powder from provisions limiting the receipt of explosive materials to six

separate occasions during a 12-month period.

Authorizes the Attorney General to deny or revoke an explosives materials license or permit upon determining that the

licensee or holder is known to be or have been engaged in such terrorist conduct and may use explosives in connection

with terrorism. Directs the Attorney General to issue guidelines describing the circumstances under which the Attorney

General will exercise such authority and make such determinations.

Actions Timeline

Apr 23, 2013: Introduced in Senate
Apr 23, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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