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S 679
Local Farms, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Agriculture and Food
Introduced: Apr 9, 2013
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.  (Apr 9, 2013) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/679 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Brown, Sherrod [D-OH] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: OH   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (20 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA] D · PA Apr 9, 2013

Sen. Cowan, William M. [D-MA] D · MA Apr 9, 2013

Sen. Durbin, Richard J. [D-IL] D · IL Apr 9, 2013

Sen. Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [D-NY] D · NY Apr 9, 2013

Sen. Harkin, Tom [D-IA] D · IA Apr 9, 2013

Sen. Leahy, Patrick J. [D-VT] D · VT Apr 9, 2013

Sen. Mikulski, Barbara A. [D-MD] D · MD Apr 9, 2013

Sen. Shaheen, Jeanne [D-NH] D · NH Apr 9, 2013

Sen. Tester, Jon [D-MT] D · MT Apr 9, 2013

Sen. Wyden, Ron [D-OR] D · OR Apr 9, 2013

Sen. Heinrich, Martin [D-NM] D · NM Apr 11, 2013

Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT] I · VT Apr 15, 2013

Sen. Schatz, Brian [D-HI] D · HI Apr 15, 2013

Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR] D · OR Apr 16, 2013

Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] D · RI Apr 18, 2013

Sen. King, Angus S., Jr. [I-ME] I · ME May 6, 2013

Sen. Warren, Elizabeth [D-MA] D · MA May 6, 2013

Sen. Reed, Jack [D-RI] D · RI May 7, 2013

Sen. Udall, Tom [D-NM] D · NM May 13, 2013

Sen. Baldwin, Tammy [D-WI] D · WI May 20, 2013

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee Senate Referred To Apr 9, 2013
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Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Agriculture and Food

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

113 HR 1414 Identical bill Jul 8, 2013: Referred to the Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary Education.

113 HR 1720 Related bill Jul 8, 2013: Referred to the Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary Education.

https://legilist.com/bill/113/hr/1414
https://legilist.com/bill/113/hr/1720


Summary  (as of Apr 9, 2013) 

Local Farms, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013 - Amends the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 regarding the supplemental food

assistance program (SNAP, formerly known as the food stamp program) to include as a retail store an agricultural

producer marketing agricultural products directly to consumers.

Requires participating retailers to pay 100% of the costs of acquiring, and arranging for the implementation of, electronic

benefit transfer (EBT) point-of-sale equipment and supplies. Allows exemptions, including for farmers' markets, direct

farmer-to-consumer marketing outlets, military commissaries, nonprofit food buying cooperatives, and group living

arrangements. Ends manual vouchers, except as necessary.

Establishes a pilot program to test mobile technologies for SNAP transactions.

Permits using benefits to purchase a community-supported agriculture share.

Provides for a five-state grant pilot program to purchase locally grown fresh fruits and vegetables for distribution to

schools and service institutions participating in food service programs under the Richard B. Russell National School

Lunch Act and the Child Nutrition Act of 1966.

Permits each school food authority with a low annual commodity entitlement value to elect to substitute locally and

regionally grown and raised food for the authority's allotment of commodity assistance for the school lunch program,

subject to specified conditions.

Increases funding for community food projects and the seniors farmers' market nutrition program.

Revises the hunger-free community provisions, including by prohibiting state or local sales taxes and providing specified

mandatory funding through FY2018.

Amends the Department of Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 to establish a Food and Agriculture Service Learning

Program to increase knowledge of agriculture and improve the nutritional health of children. Establishes a special

initiative within the Research, Education, and Extension Office to coordinate Department of Agriculture (USDA) plant and

animal breeding research.

Amends the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act to provide for guaranteed loans to eligible producers for the

production of locally or regionally produced agricultural food products. Gives loan priority to projects that will increase

access to locally or regionally grown food in underserved communities, create new market opportunities for local or

regional agricultural producers, or support regional economic and community development.

Amends the Farm Credit Act of 1971 to include assistance for the production of locally or regionally produced agricultural

food products.

Amends the the Competitive, Special, and Facilities Research Grant Act to expand the scope of the Agriculture and Food

Research Initiative.

Amends the Farmer-to-Consumer Direct Marketing Act of 1976 to reference locally and regionally produced agricultural

products and give priority to projects that benefit underserved communities. Authorizes appropriations through FY2018.

Amends the Specialty Crops Competitiveness Act of 2004 to specify making grants for locally or regional produced



agricutural products. Provides for grants through FY2018.

Provides for a study on local food production and program evaluation.

Requires the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation to: (1) conduct activities or enter into contracts to carry out research

and development for a whole farm risk management insurance plan, and (2) offer organic crop producers price elections

for all organic crops that reflect actual retail and wholesale prices.

Provides, with regard to the agricultural management assistance program, for: (1) nationwide program expansion, (2)

organic certification cost assistance, and (3) funding through FY2018.

Actions Timeline

Apr 9, 2013: Introduced in Senate
Apr 9, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
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