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S 649
Safe Communities, Safe Schools Act of 2013

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Crime and Law Enforcement
Introduced: Mar 21, 2013
Current Status: Considered by Senate. (consideration: CR S2777-2782)
Latest Action: Considered by Senate. (consideration: CR S2777-2782)  (Apr 18, 2013) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/649 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Reid, Harry [D-NV] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NV   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (1 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Kaine, Tim [D-VA] D · VA Apr 10, 2013

Committee Activity

No committee referrals or activity are recorded for this bill.

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Crime and Law Enforcement

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

113 HR
1470 

Related bill Apr 30, 2013: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations.

113 HR
955 

Related bill Apr 8, 2013: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, And Investigations.

113 S 54 Related bill Apr 5, 2013: By Senator Leahy from Committee on the Judiciary filed written report under authority of the
order of the Senate of 03/23/2013. Report No. 113-9. Additional and Minority views filed.

113 S
146 

Related bill Mar 12, 2013: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 24.

113 S
374 

Related bill Mar 12, 2013: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 25.

113 S
443 

Related bill Mar 11, 2013: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S1286-1287)

113 HR
359 

Related bill Feb 28, 2013: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, And Investigations.

113 S
433 

Related bill Feb 28, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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Summary  (as of Mar 21, 2013) 

Safe Communities, Safe Schools Act of 2013 - Amends the NICS Improvement Amendments Act of 2007 (NICS Act), the

Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act (Brady Act), the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, and the

federal criminal code to require background checks for all firearm sales, prohibit straw purchases of firearms, and expand

the school safety grant program.

Fix Gun Checks Act of 2013 - Amends the NICS Act to eliminate from the records concerning persons who are prohibited

from possessing or receiving a firearm, about which a state must submit estimates to the Attorney General for purposes

of the National Instant Criminal Background Check System: (1) a record that identifies a person for whom an indictment

has been returned for a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year or who is a fugitive from justice

and for which a record of final disposition is not available; and (2) a record that identifies a person who is an unlawful user

of, or addicted to, a controlled substance. Directs the Attorney General to establish the applicable time period for the

occurrence of events which would disqualify a person from possessing a firearm (currently, within the prior 20 years) in

pertinent records.

Replaces provisions requiring that a specified percentage of grants to states and Indian tribal governments for

establishing, planning, or improving identification technologies for firearms eligibility determinations be used to maintain a

relief from disabilities program with provisions authorizing states to use such grants for such a program. Authorizes

appropriations for FY2014-FY2018 for such grants and eliminates allocation restrictions based on the percentage of

records states provide.

Revises the periods during which the Attorney General may withhold Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant

funds from states that do not provide specified percentages of required records. Eliminates the Attorney General's

authority to waive such withholding if a state provides evidence it is making a reasonable effort to comply.

Requires the Attorney General to publish and make available on a publicly accessible website an annual report that ranks

states by the ratio of the number of records submitted by each state under the NICS Act to the estimated total number of

available records of the state.

Amends the Brady Act to include federal courts as federal agencies from which the Attorney General is authorized to

secure information on persons prohibited from receiving a firearm.

Amends the Brady Act to prohibit any person who does not hold a federal firearms license from transferring a firearm to

any other unlicensed person unless a licensed importer, manufacturer, or dealer: (1) has first taken possession of the

firearm for the purpose of complying with national instant criminal background check requirements; and (2) upon taking

possession, complies with all firearms requirements as if transferring the firearm from the licensee's inventory to the

unlicensed transferee. Specifies exceptions, including for: (1) bona fide gifts between immediate family members; (2) a

transfer from a decedent's estate; (3) a transfer of possession between unlicensed persons in the transferor's home for

less than seven days; and (4) certain temporary transfers without the transfer of title in connection with lawful hunting or

sporting purposes at a shooting range, at a shooting competition, or while hunting, fishing, or trapping during hunting

season.

Authorizes the Attorney General to implement this section with regulations that shall include provisions: (1) setting a

maximum fee that may be charged by licensees for services provided, and (2) requiring a transaction record of any

transfer that occurs between an unlicensed transferor and unlicensed transferee.



Makes it unlawful for any person who lawfully possesses or owns a firearm that has been shipped, transported, or

possessed in interstate or foreign commerce to fail to report the theft or loss of the firearm to the Attorney General and

the appropriate local authorities within 24 hours of discovery.

Stop Illegal Trafficking in Firearms Act of 2013 - Amends the federal criminal code to prohibit any person, other than a

licensed firearms importer, manufacturer, collector, or dealer (licensed dealer), from knowingly purchasing in interstate or

foreign commerce (including through receipt on consignment or by way of pledge or pawn as security for payment) a

firearm from a licensed dealer, or from any person who is not a licensed dealer, for another individual, knowing or having

reasonable cause to believe that such individual meets specified criteria disqualifying such individual from possessing a

firearm. Sets forth an enhanced penalty for such a violation committed knowing or with reasonable cause to believe that

any firearm involved will be used to commit a crime of violence. Specifies exceptions for purchases for certain bona fide

gifts or for a bona fide winner of an organized raffle, contest, or auction.

Prohibits: (1) transferring two or more firearms to, or receiving two or more firearms from, a person in interstate or foreign

commerce knowing or with the reasonable belief that such transfer, possession, or receipt would violate a federal law

punishable by a term of imprisonment exceeding one year; or (2) attempting or conspiring to commit such conduct.

Authorizes an enhanced penalty for someone who organizes or supervises such conduct.

Subjects: (1) property derived from or used to commit such an offense to forfeiture, and (2) a person who derives profits

from such an offense to a fine equal to twice such profits.

Includes firearm trafficking offenses: (1) among offenses for which wiretapping may be authorized, (2) within the definition

of "racketeering activity," and (3) within the definition of "specified unlawful activity" for purposes of money laundering

violations.

Directs the U.S. Sentencing Commission to review and amend its guidelines and policy statements to: (1) ensure that

persons convicted of offenses involving straw purchases of firearms and firearms trafficking are subject to increased

penalties; and (2) reflect congressional intent that a person convicted of such offense who is affiliated with a gang, cartel,

or organized crime ring should be subject to higher penalties.

Amends the Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act to prohibit the sale or other disposition of a firearm or ammunition

knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the purchaser intends to: (1) sell or otherwise dispose of it to a

person in a category of individuals excluded from firearms possession, (2) sell or otherwise dispose of it in furtherance of

a crime of violence or drug trafficking offense, or (3) export it in violation of law.

Increases the maximum terms of imprisonment for violating prohibitions against:

selling firearms or ammunition to any person knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that such person is

disqualified from possessing such firearms or ammunition;

any such disqualified person transporting or possessing any firearm or ammunition in interstate or foreign

commerce or receiving any firearm or ammunition that has been has been transported in interstate or foreign

commerce;

receiving or transferring a firearm or ammunition knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that it will be used

to commit a crime of violence, a drug trafficking crime, or other specified crimes under the Arms Export Control Act,

the International Emergency Economic Powers Act, the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Designation Act, or the

Immigration and Nationality Act; or

smuggling into or out of the United States a firearm or ammunition with intent to engage in or promote conduct that



is punishable under the Controlled Substances Act, the Controlled Substances Import and Export Act, or maritime

drug law enforcement provisions or that constitutes a crime of violence.

Prohibits the Department of Justice (DOJ) and any of its law enforcement coordinate agencies from conducting any

operation where a federal firearms licensee is directed or encouraged to sell firearms to an individual if DOJ or a

coordinate agency knows or has reasonable cause to believe that such individual is purchasing such firearms on behalf

of another for an illegal purpose, unless the Attorney General, the Deputy Attorney General, or the Assistant Attorney

General for the Criminal Division approves the operation in writing and determines that the agency has prepared an

operational plan to prevent firearms from being transferred to third parties without law enforcement taking reasonable

steps to lawfully interdict those firearms.

School and Campus Safety Enhancements Act of 2013 - Amends the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of

1968 to authorize school security grants by the DOJ Office of Community Oriented Policing Services to be used for the

installation of surveillance equipment and the establishment of hotlines or tiplines for the reporting of potentially

dangerous students and situations.

Requires a grant application to be accompanied by a report that is signed by the heads of each law enforcement agency

and school district with jurisdiction over the schools where the safety improvements will be implemented and that

demonstrates that each proposed use of the grant funds will be: (1) an effective means for improving school safety, (2)

consistent with a comprehensive approach to preventing school violence, and (3) individualized to the needs of each

school.

Requires the Director of the Office of Community Oriented Policing Services and the Secretary of Education to establish

an interagency task force to develop and promulgate a set of advisory school safety guidelines.

Authorizes appropriations for such grant program for FY2014-FY2023.

Center to Advance, Monitor, and Preserve University Security Safety Act of 2013 or CAMPUS Safety Act of 2013 -

Amends the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to authorize the Attorney General to: (1) establish and

operate a National Center for Campus Public Safety; and (2) make subawards to institutions of higher education and

other nonprofit organizations to assist the Center in carrying out its assigned functions, including providing education and

training for public safety personnel of institutions of higher education, identifying and disseminating information, policies,

and best practices relevant to campus public safety, and promoting cooperation among public safety and emergency

management personnel of institutions of higher education and their collaborative partners.



Actions Timeline

Apr 18, 2013: Considered by Senate. (consideration: CR S2777-2782)
Apr 17, 2013: Considered by Senate. (consideration: CR S2699-2729, S2729-2744)
Apr 16, 2013: Considered by Senate. (consideration: CR S2663-2665, S2666-2670, S2676-2679)
Apr 11, 2013: Motion to proceed to measure considered in Senate. (consideration: CR S2572-2581, S2581-2583,
S2584)
Apr 11, 2013: Cloture on the motion to proceed to the bill invoked in Senate by Yea-Nay Vote. 68 - 31. Record Vote
Number: 95. (consideration: CR S2580; text: CR S2580)
Apr 11, 2013: Motion to proceed to consideration of measure agreed to in Senate by Voice Vote. (consideration: CR
S2584)
Apr 11, 2013: Measure laid before Senate by motion. (consideration: CR S2584)
Apr 10, 2013: Motion to proceed to measure considered in Senate. (consideration: CR S2512-2542, S2547-2551)
Apr 9, 2013: Motion to proceed to consideration of measure made in Senate. (consideration: CR S2475-2478, S2482-
2492)
Apr 9, 2013: Cloture motion on the motion to proceed to the bill presented in Senate. (consideration: CR S2492; text:
CR S2492)
Apr 8, 2013: Motion to proceed to consideration of measure made in Senate. (consideration: CR S2440-2449)
Mar 22, 2013: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 32.
Mar 21, 2013: Introduced in Senate
Mar 21, 2013: Introduced in the Senate. Read the first time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under Read the
First Time. (text of measure as introduced: CR S2158-2162)
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