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HR 5221
Border Health Security Act of 2014

Congress: 113 (2013-2015, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: Jul 28, 2014

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health. (Aug 1, 2014)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/5221

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Hinojosa, Ruben [D-TX-15]
Party: Democratic « State: TX ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (s total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Cuellar, Henry [D-TX-28] D-TX Jul 28, 2014
Rep. Grijalva, Rall M. [D-AZ-3] D-AZ Jul 28, 2014
Rep. Johnson, Eddie Bernice [D-TX-30] D-TX Jul 28, 2014
Rep. Michaud, Michael H. [D-ME-2] D - ME Jul 28, 2014
Rep. Vela, Filemon [D-TX-34] D -TX Jul 28, 2014
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Aug 1, 2014
Foreign Affairs Committee House Referred To Jul 28, 2014

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
113 S 2268 Related bill  Apr 29, 2014: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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Summary (as of Jul 28, 2014)

Border Health Security Act of 2014 - Amends the United States-Mexico Border Health Commission Act to revise the
duties of the United States-Mexico Border Health Commission to include: (1) cooperating with the Canada-United States
Pan Border Public Health Preparedness Council, and (2) serving as an independent and objective body to both
recommend and implement initiatives that solve border health issues. Authorizes members of the Commission and the
Council to provide advice or recommendations to the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS), Congress, or any
Member of Congress concerning issues that are considered by the Commission or Council.

Requires the Secretary to award grants: (1) to eligible entities to improve the health of individuals residing in the U.S.-
Mexico and U.S.-Canada border areas, and (2) for Early Warning Infectious Disease Surveillance to eligible entities for
infection disease surveillance activities in such areas.

Requires the Commission and the Council to each: (1) prepare a binational strategic plan to guide the operations of the
Commission and the Council, and (2) develop and approve an operational work plan and budget based on the strategic
plan.

Requires the Comptroller General (GAO) to conduct an evaluation of Commission and Counsel activities.

Authorizes the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response to coordinate with the Secretary of Homeland
Security (DHS) in establishing a health alert system that: (1) alerts clinicians and public health officials of emerging
disease clusters and syndromes along the U.S.-Mexico and U.S.-Canada border areas; and (2) warns of health threats,
extreme weather conditions, disasters of mass scale, bioterrorism, and other emerging threats along those border areas.

Actions Timeline

e Aug 1, 2014: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
e Jul 28, 2014: Introduced in House
e Jul 28, 2014: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Foreign

Affairs, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions
as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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