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S 520
Safety And Fraud Enforcement for Seafood Act

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Agriculture and Food
Introduced: Mar 11, 2013
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.  (Mar 11, 2013) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/520 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Begich, Mark [D-AK] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: AK   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (5 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] D · CA Mar 11, 2013

Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT] D · CT May 20, 2013

Sen. Schatz, Brian [D-HI] D · HI Jun 17, 2013

Sen. Wicker, Roger F. [R-MS] R · MS Nov 5, 2013

Sen. Markey, Edward J. [D-MA] D · MA Dec 16, 2013

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Mar 11, 2013

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Agriculture and Food

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

113 HR 1012 Related bill Apr 2, 2013: Referred to the Subcommittee on Livestock, Rural Development, and Credit.
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Summary  (as of Mar 11, 2013) 

Safety And Fraud Enforcement for Seafood Act - Requires the Secretaries of Commerce and Health and Human

Services (HHS) to execute a memorandum of understanding to improve interagency cooperation on seafood safety and

fraud prevention, building upon any prior agreement, including those under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act.

Includes in such a memorandum processes concerning efficient use of inspection personnel, intergovernmental

cooperation, use of data, and utilization of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA) Seafood

Inspection Program as a third-party auditor to inspect imported seafood.

Establishes coordination requirements for: (1) the use of the national sea grant college program for outreach activities,

and (2) the collection of information to prevent seafood fraud. Defines "seafood fraud" as the mislabeling or

misrepresentation of seafood information required under this Act or other applicable federal laws and regulations.

Requires, of the fishery management plan data required to be submitted in the course of fish processing, certain

minimum information, in addition to catch locations, to accompany seafood through final sale (on the packaging display or

otherwise) including the market and species names, catch date, and product weight or number. Directs additional

information to be provided for seafood that was: (1) previously frozen, treated with substances affecting weight, or

processed in a country other than that in which it was landed or harvested; or (2) farm-raised, with details regarding the

country and method of cultivation as well as the location of the aquaculture production area. Exempts importers,

processors, distributors, or retailers from violations for unknowingly selling a product that was already mislabeled upon

receipt, provided that such entities can produce the appropriate product traceability documentation.

Provides standards for refusal of admission of imported seafood based upon findings that any shipment appears to be in

violation of such seafood traceability requirements or other applicable federal laws or regulations.

Provides procedures for import certifications and allowance of individual shipments in certain cases.

Requires a public website to list exporters of seafood to the United States and track violations.

Requires the Secretary of Commerce to increase the number of shipments inspected for seafood fraud by NOAA

inspectors and authorized officers, prevent the percentage of seafood shipments inspected from declining in a

subsequent year, and ensure that inspections for fraud prevention also collect seafood safety information.

Allows civil actions by states for seafood fraud violations.

Requires the Secretaries to report to Congress biennially on seafood safety and seafood fraud prevention measures.

Actions Timeline

Mar 11, 2013: Introduced in Senate
Mar 11, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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