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HR 5088

Responsive and Efficient Appeals Courts for Heroes Act of 2014

Congress: 113 (2013-2015, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security

Introduced: Jul 11, 2014

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs. (Aug 15, 2014)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/5088

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Murphy, Patrick [D-FL-18]
Party: Democratic + State: FL + Chamber: House
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Cosponsors (27 total)

Cosponsor

Rep. Jolly, David [R-FL-13]

Rep. Cramer, Kevin [R-ND-At Large]
Rep. Jackson Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18]
Rep. Meng, Grace [D-NY-6]

Rep. Peters, Scott H. [D-CA-52]
Rep. Walz, Timothy J. [D-MN-1]
Rep. Delaney, John K. [D-MD-6]

Del. Christensen, Donna M. [D-VI-At Large]

Rep. Chu, Judy [D-CA-27]

Rep. Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9]

Rep. Broun, Paul C. [R-GA-10]
Rep. Garamendi, John [D-CA-3]
Rep. Hastings, Alcee L. [D-FL-20]
Rep. Jones, Walter B., Jr. [R-NC-3]
Rep. Pallone, Frank, Jr. [D-NJ-6]
Rep. Rush, Bobby L. [D-IL-1]

Rep. Gallego, Pete P. [D-TX-23]
Rep. Rangel, Charles B. [D-NY-13]
Rep. Cartwright, Matt [D-PA-17]
Rep. Gabbard, Tulsi [D-HI-2]

Rep. Honda, Michael M. [D-CA-17]
Rep. Meeks, Gregory W. [D-NY-5]
Rep. Scott, David [D-GA-13]

Rep. Veasey, Marc A. [D-TX-33]
Rep. Bishop, Timothy H. [D-NY-1]
Rep. Coffman, Mike [R-CO-6]

Rep. Johnson, Henry C. "Hank," Jr. [D-GA-4]

Committee Activity

Committee

Veterans' Affairs Committee

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Activity

Referred to

Role

Date

Date Joined

Jul 11, 2014
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Jul 23, 2014
Jul 23, 2014
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Summary (as of Jul 11, 2014)

Responsive and Efficient Appeals Courts for Heroes Act of 2014 - Authorizes the Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims,
acting as a panel or en banc, to hear class action appeals in accordance with specified procedures.

Allows one or more appellants to bring such a class action as the representative party on behalf of all members of such
class if:

e there is at least one question of law or fact common to the class,

¢ the class is likely to consist of at least 50 members,

e the resolution of the common questions of law or fact is likely to have a material effect on the claims of the
members of the class, and

¢ the representative party will fairly and adequately protect the interests of the class.

Gives an appellant 60 days after filing an appeal to file a motion with the Court to certify the appeal as a class action with
respect to an issue that the appellant intends to raise. Allows the Court to waive such 60-day period for good cause
shown.

Requires the Secretary of Veterans Affairs (VA), upon the filing of such motion, to: (1) make reasonable efforts to
determine the approximate number of individuals with pending claims for benefits for whom class certification is sought,
and (2) file a response.

Requires the Court, after the Secretary has filed such response, to determine by order whether to grant class certification
with respect to an issue considered under the appeal and allow the appellant to act as the representative party of the
class. Requires that order, if certification is granted, to: (1) define the class and issue for which the class is certified, and
(2) appoint counsel for the class. Authorizes the Court, acting as a panel or en banc, to alter or amend an order before
final judgement.

Requires the Court to include in the class only individuals who have, as of the date of the Court's entry of judgment on
the class action, filed a claim that has not been finally resolved.

Allows the Court to stay the individual claims of class members during the period the Court is considering the class
action.

Requires the Court to allow a veterans' organization to intervene in a class action appeal if the organization has an
interest in the common questions of law or fact in the class action.

Requires the Court's permission before the appeal and a common issue of law or fact may be settled, voluntarily
dismissed, compromised, or remanded by agreement.

Allows any member of the class, or an individual who would have been a member of the class if certification was granted,
to appeal any decision of the Court to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.

Sets the salary of the Court's judges at the rate applicable to federal appellate court judges. (Currently, their salary is set
at the rate applicable to federal district court judges.)

Actions Timeline

e Aug 15, 2014: Referred to the Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs.

e Jul 11, 2014: Introduced in HEKSBated by LegiList — https:/legilist.com - Public data belongs to the public.
e Jul 11, 2014: Referred to the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
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