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HR 5048

Suicide Prevention for American Veterans Act

Congress: 113 (2013-2015, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security
Introduced: Jul 9, 2014

Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health. (Jul 18, 2014)

Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/5048

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Peters, Gary C. [D-MI-14]
Party: Democratic « State: Ml ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Armed Services Committee House Referred To Jul 9, 2014
Veterans' Affairs Committee House Referred to Jul 18, 2014

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Oct 30, 2013: Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 113-280.

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

113 S 2182 Identical bill Mar 27, 2014: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
113 HR 4234  Related bill Mar 24, 2014: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.

113 S 1296 Related bill

113 HR 2590 Related bill  Aug 29, 2013: Referred to the Subcommittee on Military Personnel.
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Summary (as of Jul 9, 2014)

Suicide Prevention for American Veterans Act - Extends from 5 to 15 years the period of eligibility for hospital care,
medical services, and nursing home care for veterans who served on active duty in a theater of combat operations after
the Persian Gulf War or against a hostile force during a period of hostilities after November 11, 1998.

Requires the Secretaries of the military departments to provide a process by which a covered individual may challenge
the terms or characterization of his or her discharge or separation from the Armed Forces. Defines "covered individual"
as any individual who: (1) was discharged or separated from the Armed Forces for a personality disorder; or (2) was
discharged or separated from the Armed Forces on a punitive basis, or under other than honorable conditions, and who
alleges that the basis for such discharge or separation was a mental health injury or disorder incurred or aggravated by
the individual during service in the Armed Forces.

Requires the Secretary of Defense (DOD) and the Secretary of Veteran Affairs (VA) to: (1) conduct an evaluation of
mental health care and suicide prevention programs carried out in DOD and VA; (2) train all providers of health care in
such Departments on recognizing the risk of suicide, treating or referring for treatment an individual who is at risk of
suicide, and recognizing the symptoms of posttraumatic stress disorder; and (3) ensure that best practices for identifying
individuals at risk of suicide and for providing quality mental health care are disseminated to providers of health care in
such Departments.

Amends the Wounded Warrior Act to require the DOD Secretary and the VA Secretary, in implementing electronic health
record systems that provide for the full interoperability of personal health care information between the Departments of
Defense and Veterans Affairs, to ensure that: (1) a health data authoritative source that can be accessed by multiple
providers and that standardizes the input of new medical information is created within 180 days, (2) the ability of patients
of both Departments to download their medical records is achieved within 180 days, (3) full interoperability of personal
health care information between the Departments is achieved within one year, (4) acceleration of the exchange of real-
time data between the Departments is achieved within one year, (5) the upgrade of the graphical user interface to display
a joint common graphical user interface is achieved within one year, and (6) current members of the Armed Forces and
their dependents may elect to receive an electronic copy of their health care records beginning not later than June 30,
2015.

Directs the VA Secretary to carry out a three-year pilot program to repay the educational loans of individuals who: (1) are
licensed or eligible for licensure to practice psychiatric medicine in the Veterans Health Administration or are enrolled in
the final year of an accredited residency program in psychiatric medicine, and (2) demonstrate a commitment to a long-
term career as a psychiatrist in the Veterans Health Administration.

Directs the Comptroller General (GAO) to study and report on pay disparities among psychiatrists of the Veterans Health
Administration.

Actions Timeline

e Jul 18, 2014: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
e Jul 9, 2014: Introduced in House

e Jul 9, 2014: Referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs, and in addition to the Committee on Armed Services, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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