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HR 4635
Orphan County Telecommunications Rights Act of 2014

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications
Introduced: May 9, 2014
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual Property, and the Internet.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual Property, and the Internet.  (Jul 21, 2014) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/4635 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Aderholt, Robert B. [R-AL-4] 
Party: Republican   •   State: AL   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (5 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. McIntyre, Mike [D-NC-7] D · NC May 21, 2014

Rep. Mullin, Markwayne [R-OK-2] R · OK May 21, 2014

Rep. Smith, Adrian [R-NE-3] R · NE May 21, 2014

Rep. Delaney, John K. [D-MD-6] D · MD Jun 10, 2014

Rep. Hurt, Robert [R-VA-5] R · VA Jun 18, 2014

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to May 16, 2014

Judiciary Committee House Referred to Jul 21, 2014

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of May 9, 2014) 

Orphan County Telecommunications Rights Act of 2014 - Amends the Communications Act of 1934 to permit an adjacent

underserved county of a television broadcast station to file a petition with the Federal Communications Commission

(FCC) to be included in the local market of such station.

Defines "adjacent underserved county" as a county within a television broadcast station's adjacent market that is: (1)

located in the same state as the station's community of license, and (2) not within the local market of any other station

that is affiliated with the same television network and located in the same state.

Defines "adjacent market" as any designated market area adjacent to, and partially but not entirely in the same state as,

the designated market area in which the station's community of license is located. Requires a county that is not within the

local or adjacent market of any network station licensed to a community in the county's state to be considered within the

adjacent market of any station licensed to a community in the nearest designated market area: (1) that is located in whole

or in part within such state, and (2) with respect to which the community of license of at least one network station is

located both in such designated market area and in such state.

Allows the FCC to determine that a particular county is part of the local market of more than one television broadcast

station affiliated with the same television network.

Prohibits a multichannel video programming distributor, during the pendency of a proceeding on a county's petition for

inclusion in the local market of a television broadcast station, from deleting the signal of a station that: (1) is affiliated with

the same television network, and (2) has a local market that includes such county.

Directs the FCC, if the local market of a television broadcast station is modified to include a petitioning county, to include

within the television market of such station all of the communities within such county for purposes of carriage obligation

requirements under which cable operators carry the signals of local commercial television stations. Requires the FCC's

modification of a station's local market under this Act to also result in a modification of such marketfor purposes of

statutory licensing requirements that apply to secondary transmissions of local television programming by satellite.

Actions Timeline

Jul 21, 2014: Referred to the Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual Property, and the Internet.
May 16, 2014: Referred to the Subcommittee on Communications and Technology.
May 9, 2014: Introduced in House
May 9, 2014: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on the Judiciary,
for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall
within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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