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S454

Family Self-Sufficiency Act

Congress: 113 (2013-2015, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Housing and Community Development

Introduced: Mar 5, 2013

Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. (Mar 5, 2013)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/454

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Reed, Jack [D-RI]
Party: Democratic « State: Rl ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Blunt, Roy [R-MQO] R - MO Mar 5, 2013

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee Senate Referred To Mar 5, 2013

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Housing and Community Development

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Mar 5, 2013)

Family Self-Sufficiency Act - Amends the United States Housing Act of 1937 to revise the purpose of the Family-Self-
Sufficiency (FSS) program to include the use of both low-income housing assistance under Section 8 of such Act (as in
current law) and public housing capital and operating funds under Section 9 in order to enable eligible families to achieve
economic independence and self-sufficiency.

Eliminates the budget allocation reserved for public housing agency (PHA) incentive awards.

Prescribes and/or revises eligibility requirements for families to participate in local FSS programs and for the eligible
entities to administer them.

Makes the owner or sponsor of a multifamily property receiving rental assistance under Section 8, as well as a PHA, an
eligible entity for administering a local FSS program.

Revises the scope of supportive services provided through a local FSS program under a contract of participation between
an eligible entity and a leaseholder receiving assistance under Sections 8 or 9 to include: (1) education for attainment of
a GED, (2) education in pursuit of a post-secondary degree or certification, (3) health and mental health services as
needed, (4) homeownership education and assistance, and (5) financial literacy. Removes training in homemaking and
parenting skills from the list of authorized supportive services.

Revises requirements for and limitations on rent increases. Requires an eligible entity to place in an interest-bearing
escrow account, for each participating family, an amount equal to any increase in rent the family pays. Requires payment
of the escrow account funds to the family after the end of the contract of participation, unless the family fails to qualify to
receive it.

Modifies requirements for the establishment of fees for costs incurred by eligible entities administering FSS programs.

Authorizes owners of privately-owned properties, under specified conditions, voluntarily to make local FSS programs
available to their tenants by entering into cooperative agreements with local PHAs administering FSS programs.

Actions Timeline

e Mar 5, 2013: Introduced in Senate
e Mar 5, 2013: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S1129)
e Mar 5, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.
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