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HR 3719
Video CHOICE Act of 2013

Congress: 113 (2013–2015, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications
Introduced: Dec 12, 2013
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Communications and Technology.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Communications and Technology.  (Dec 13, 2013) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/3719 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Eshoo, Anna G. [D-CA-18] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: CA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (1 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Lofgren, Zoe [D-CA-19] D · CA Dec 12, 2013

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Dec 13, 2013

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Dec 12, 2013) 

Video Consumers Have Options in Choosing Entertainment Act of 2013 or the Video CHOICE Act of 2013 - Amends the

Communications Act of 1934 to allow the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), if a negotiation for a replacement

or extended retransmission consent agreement between a television broadcast station and a multichannel video

programming distributor (MVPD) reaches an impasse resulting in the expiration of the carriage rights of the MVPD, to

authorize interim carriage of such station by the MVPD pending the conclusion of a new agreement.

Prohibits a station that elects to grant retransmission consent from entering into an agreement with an MVPD that is

conditioned on carriage of any other programming affiliated with such station (or with a person who owns or controls, is

owned or controlled by, or is under common ownership or control with such station).

Directs the FCC to complete a rulemaking proceeding to determine whether, during retransmission consent negotiations

or after the parties to such negotiations reach an impasse resulting in the expiration of an existing agreement, the

blocking of online content owned by or affiliated with a television broadcast station constitutes a failure to negotiate in

good faith under communications laws addressing false, fraudulent, or unauthorized transmissions.

Removes from the minimum contents of a basic service tier a requirement for cable system operators to provide to

subscribers any signal of any television broadcast station that is provided by the cable operator to any subscriber,

thereby enabling subscribers to obtain basic cable television service without receiving broadcast stations that elect to

collect fees through retransmission consent agreements.

Requires each cable system operator to offer its subscribers a separately available retransmission consent service tier

that consists only of the signal of each television broadcast station electing retransmission consent that is carried on the

cable system. Makes such retransmission consent service tier subject to the same rate regulation as the basic service

tier.

Prohibits cable operators from requiring a subscription to any tier of service other than the required basic service tier as a

condition of access to, or from discriminating between subscribers to the basic service tier and other subscribers with

regard to the rates charged for: (1) video programming offered on a per channel or per program basis, or (2) the

retransmission consent service established under this Act. (Thus, prohibits services or programming from being limited to

certain "bundling" arrangements.)

Directs the FCC to submit to Congress an annual report regarding the costs paid by MVPDs for carriage of regional and

national television sports networks in the top 20 regional sports markets.

Actions Timeline

Dec 13, 2013: Referred to the Subcommittee on Communications and Technology.
Dec 12, 2013: Introduced in House
Dec 12, 2013: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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