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S341

San Juan Mountains Wilderness Act

Congress: 113 (2013-2015, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources

Introduced: Feb 14, 2013

Current Status: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 177.

Latest Action: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 177. (Sep 10, 2013)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/341

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Udall, Mark [D-CO]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: CO ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Bennet, Michael F. [D-CQO] D-CO Feb 14, 2013

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Hearings By (subcommittee) Apr 25, 2013

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Sep 10, 2013)

San Juan Mountains Wilderness Act- (Sec. 3) Designates specified lands in the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and
Gunnison National Forests and specified land of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in Colorado as parts of the
Lizard Head Wilderness and of the Mount Sneffels Wilderness in the National Wilderness Preservation System.

Designates certain BLM land as the McKenna Peak Wilderness.

(Sec. 4) Designates specified lands in such National Forests and San Juan National Forest as the Sheep Mountain
Special Management Area (the Special Management Area).

Requires the Secretary of Agriculture (USDA) to manage the Special Management Area in a manner that: (1) conserves,
protects, and enhances the resources and values of such Area; and (2) maintains or improves its wilderness character for
potential inclusion in the System.

Prohibits the use in the Special Management Area of: (1) permanent roads; (2) motor vehicles, motorized equipment, or
mechanical transport, except for administrative purposes; and (3) the establishment of temporary roads, except also for
administrative purposes.

Permits the continuation within the Special Management Area of any activities (including helicopter access for recreation
and maintenance) authorized by permit or license. Prohibits the designation of the special management area from
affecting the issuance of permits related to those activities after the enactment of this Act.

Requires water and water rights in the Area to be administered in accordance with the Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993.

(Sec. 5) Allows the Secretary to continue to authorize the competitive running event permitted since 1992 in the vicinity of
the Special Management Area, the Liberty Bell East Special Management Area, and the Liberty Bell addition to the Mount
Sneffels Wilderness designated by this Act in a manner compatible with the preservation of those areas as wilderness.

Declares that nothing in this Act affects the jurisdiction or responsibility of the state of Colorado respecting fish and
wildlife.

Declares that nothing in this Act creates a protective perimeter or buffer zone around the wilderness areas and the
Special Management Area designated by this Act (the covered land). Declares that the fact that a nonwilderness activity
or use on land outside of the covered land can be seen or heard from within the covered land shall not preclude the
conduct of the activity or use outside the boundary of the covered land.

Allows the Secretary or the Secretary of the Interior, as appropriate, to acquire any land or interests in land within the
boundaries of the Special Management Area or the designated wilderness areas only through exchange, donation, or
purchase from a willing seller.

Requires continued permission of livestock grazing already established on the covered land.

Withdraws the covered land, the land identified as the proposed Naturita Canyon Mineral Withdrawal Area, and the
proposed Liberty Bell East Special Management Area from: (1) entry, appropriation, and disposal under the public land
laws; (2) location, entry, and patent under the mining laws; and (3) operation of the mineral leasing, mineral materials,
and geothermal leasing laws.



Prohibits the use of motor vehicles, motorized equipment, or mechanized transport in the proposed Liberty Bell East
Special Management Area.

Releases certain parts of the Dominguez Canyon Wilderness Study Area that were not designated as wilderness by this
Act from further study for designation as wilderness.

Actions Timeline

e Sep 10, 2013: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Reported by Senator Wyden with amendments. With
written report No. 113-99.

Sep 10, 2013: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 177.
Jun 18, 2013: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Ordered to be reported with amendments favorably.

Apr 25, 2013: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, and Mining.
Hearings held. With printed Hearing: S.Hrg. 113-28.

Feb 14, 2013: Introduced in Senate
Feb 14, 2013: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.
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